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PREFACE 


This  family  record  had  its  origin  many  years  ago  during  one 
of  the  frequent  reunions  at  the  old  family  homeplace  in  David¬ 
son  County.  On  a  hot  summer  afternoon  while  browsing 
through  an  old-fashioned  glass  enclosed  book  case  in  the  parlor, 
my  eye  fell  upon  Mr.  Leonard’s  History  of  Davidson  County™ . 
Leafing  through  the  book  I  noted  the  family  name  in  several 
places.  This  prompted  me  later  to  question  older  members  of 
the  family  concerning  our  background.  I  confess  their  knowl¬ 
edge  was  scanty  and  hesitant.  Throughout  the  years  since  then 
I  have  continued  this  interest  in  the  Byerly  family  and  whenever 
possible  have  collected  information  saving  for  the  day  when  I 
might  put  it  together  in  an  organized  form. 

In  spite  of  the  loss  of  some  of  the  earliest  material  and  the 
many  happenings  of  the  past  twenty  years,  the  following  pages 
have  resulted.  The  material  is  from  very  many  sources— ref¬ 
erences,  letters,  books,  state  and  federal  archives,  local  libraries, 
etc.— and  very  little  is  original.  My  deepest  and  sincerest 
thanks  go  to  all  those  dear  people  who  have  contributed  their 
knowledge  and  encouragement. 

I  plan  to  continue  to  correct  and  expand  these  records  by 
periodically  issuing  an  addendum  which  will  contain  new  in¬ 
formation  as  it  is  collected  during  the  coming  years. 

Hickory,  North  Carolina 
October  1,  1959 
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FOREWORD 


''Not  Only  Pardonable  But  A  Duty” 

"There  is  no  man  of  cultivation  who  does  not  take  some 
interest  in  what  was  done  by  his  forefathers;  who  does  not  de¬ 
sire  to  obtain  some  knowledge  of  what  took  place  in  the  spot 
where  he  was  born,  and  to  trace  the  fortunes  of  the  race  to 
which  he  belongs  and  of  the  races  which  preceded  it  and  with 
which  his  own  is  in  any  way  connected  —  This  interest  in  the 
lives  and  services  of  our  ancestors  forms  no  small  part  in  the 
sentiment  of  patriotism.  It  is  natural,  generous  and  selfish.  It 
is  not  only  pardonable,  but  it  is  our  duty  to  indulge  it.  We 
should  defraud  the  good  men  of  other  times  of  the  best  part  of 
their  reward  and  we  should  thus  take  away  one  of  the  strongest 
incentives  of  good  conduct  if  we  did  not  on  every  suitable 
occasion  take  pride  and  a  pleasure  in  commemorating  them. 
If  we  neglect  this  duty  we  war  against  the  strongest  interest  of 
our  nature  to  which  we  have  alluded  and  which  is  the  great 
moral  compensation  for  contemporaneous  prejudices  and  in¬ 
justices.” 

Excerpts  from  an  address  by  Edward  Everett. 

Have  you  ever  wondered  why  you  are  tall  or  short;  blonde 
or  dark;  dull  or  sunny  in  disposition?  Do  you  know  why  you 
live  where  you  do,  act  as  you  do  and  what  is  the  basis  for  your 
beliefs?  If  you  have  ever  given  thought  to  these  things  and 
striven  to  answer  them  then  you  were  led  into  the  past.  You 
were  led  into  the  past  of  your  immediate  personal  family  and 
then  perhaps  into  a  broader  study  of  the  past  —  which  is  the 
study  of  history.  This  study  will  enrich  the  student  for  one 
cannot  care  about  what  has  occurred  in  the  past  and  not  care 
about  what  is  happening  in  one’s  own  time. 

In  this  age  of  possible  scientific  destruction,  which  might  for 
modern  civilization  be  like  that  which  befell  the  civilizations 
of  Greece  and  Rome,  we  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  one 
entity  which  survives  when  powerful  states  have  melted  away 
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is  the  tribe,  the  clan,  the  family.  Artificial  riches  and  glory, 
wealth  and  conceit,  lead  to  and  end  nowhere.  Ultimately  the 
world  belongs  to  the  man  with  "three  acres  and  a  cow”;  that 
is,  to  the  family  gathered  around  the  home  preserving  tradi¬ 
tions  and  loving  each  other  with  honest  pride. 

Our  world  often  emphasizes  either  how  much  money  a  per¬ 
son  has  or  who  were  his  family.  The  arrangement  of  these 
questions  often  depends  upon  where  one  happens  to  live.  In 
the  north  and  west  the  former  takes  precedent  while  in  the 
south  and  New  England  the  latter  does.  In  past  times  we  have 
placed  too  much  stress  on  who  a  man’s  ancestors  were  and  too 
little  stress  on  what  he  is  himself. 

The  founding  fathers  in  an  effort  to  build  a  democracy  free 
of  titles  and  hereditary  aristocracy  not  only  abolished  these  but 
in  the  name  of  enlightenment  also  made  it  difficult  to  main¬ 
tain  a  tradition.  This  enlightenment,  which  has  been  going 
on  for  several  hundred  years,  has  too  often  debunked  all  our 
heroes,  cast  down  all  our  altars  and  ripped  away  the  finesse 
and  niceties  of  living.  And  today  with  no  beliefs  and  no  hopes, 
under  a  cold  and  silent  heaven  we  look  out  upon  a  bleak  and 
barren  horizon.  Phillips  Brooks  once  said,  "Poor  is  the  age 
which  has  not  reverence.”  Indeed  there  should  be  something 
reverent,  something  still  sacred.  This  is  the  value  of  a  tradition. 

A  tradition  has  three  essential  components:  a  worthy  past,  a 
meaningful  present  and  promising  future.  It  is  not  enough  to 
have  a  worthy  background,  but  at  the  present  this  background 
must  be  in  the  process  of  becoming  a  worthy  ancestor  for  future 
generations. 

Thus,  families  should  have  their  traditions  of  gentility,  fair 
play,  manners,  customs,  religious  devotion  and  civic  responsi¬ 
bility.  There  should  be  noblesse  oblige  —  a  tradition  of 
achievement  even  at  great  sacrifice.  It  may  be  well  and  good 
to  point  out  the  virtue  of  a  Washington  or  Robert  E.  Lee  to 
young  people  but  it  becomes  much  more  meaningful  when  an 
adolescent  can  see  and  understand  that  his  grandfather  or  great¬ 
grandfather  was  worthy. 
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Naturally,  family  and  traditions  are  personal  affairs  and  not 
to  be  bragged  about.  The  person  who  brags  is  usually  trying 
to  cover  something  up.  To  those  families  who  accept  respon¬ 
sibility  in  personal  and  civic  affairs  there  is  the  foundation  of 
a  worthwhile  tradition:  "to  whom  much  has  been  given,  of 
him  shall  much  be  required.” 

In  ten  generations  you  have  712  direct  ancestors.  They  are 
the  people  who  have  handed  down  your  heritage,  your  physical 
being,  your  mental  qualities  and  your  traditions.  What  kind 
of  people  were  they?  For  what  traits  were  they  noted?  What 
were  their  strong  points,  what  were  their  weaknesses?  Whether 
you  adhere  to  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  "heredity  versus  en¬ 
vironment;  which  is  the  stronger?”  argument,  these  are  the 
people  who  have  made  you  what  you  are. 

The  purpose  of  this  present  genealogy  is  to  review  for  those 
interested  the  historic  background  of  this  small  portion  of  man¬ 
kind,  to  enumerate  in  so  far  as  possible  all  known  members  of 
this  family  and  to  record  this  for  posterity.  It  is  hoped  that  in 
some  small  way  this  study  may  thereby  encourage  family  unity 
not  by  engendering  false  pride  but  by  an  honest  appraisal  of 
those  who  have  gone  before. 
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PART  ONE 


HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND 


REGARD  FOR  ANCESTRY 

‘'There  may  be  and  there  often  is,  indeed,  a  regard  for  an¬ 
cestry  which  nourishes  only  one’s  weak  pride;  as  there  is  also 
a  care  for  positivity,  which  only  disguises  an  habitual  avarice, 
or  hides  the  workings  of  a  low  and  groveling  vanity.  But  there 
is  also  a  normal  and  philosophical  respect  for  our  ancestors, 
which  elevates  the  character  and  improves  the  heart.  Next  to 
the  sense  of  religious  duty  and  moral  feeling,  I  hardly  know 
what  should  bear  with  stronger  obligation  on  a  liberal  and  en¬ 
lightened  mind,  than  a  consciousness  of  alliance  with  excel¬ 
lence  which  has  departed;  and  a  consciousness,  too,  that  in  its 
acts  and  conducts,  and  even  in  its  sentiments,  it  may  be  actively 
operating  on  the  happiness  of  others  who  come  after  it.” 

From  the  commemoration  address  of  the  First 
Settlement  of  New  England  by  Daniel  Webster 
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THE  ORIGIN  AND  SPELLING  OF  THE 
BYERLY  NAME 


At  the  tenth  annual  Bierly  reunion  on  August  16,  1922  at 
McElhatten,  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Henry  W.  Shoemaker, 
President  of  the  Huguenot  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed 
the  assembled  group  on  the  origin  and  lineag©  of  the  Bierly 
family  from  the  earliest  days  to  the  present.  Col.  Shoemaker 
was  the  Pennsylvania  State  Historian  at  that  time.  He  was 
related  to  the  Byerly  family  through  his  Aunt  Hannah  Shoe¬ 
maker  who  married  Daniel  Byerly  of  Schuylkill,  Pennsylvania, 
a  veteran  of  the  War  Between  the  States. 

From  Col.  Shoemaker’s  speech1  we  learn  that  in  A.D.  49 
there  was  a  Roman  Tribune  named  Berlius  who  was  one  of  the 
provost  guard  of  Massila.  (This  is  now  Marseilles,  France). 
He  married  a  local  girl,  apparently  acquired  considerable  prop¬ 
erty  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Rhone  Delta  and  the  family  spread 
out  through  Southern  France.  It  is  from  Berlius,  a  sturdy  un¬ 
compromising  Roman  of  the  old  type,  that  the  present  day 
Bierlys  in  France,  Germany  and  Italy  claim  descent.  When 
Protestantism  appeared  the  Bierlys  were  among  the  first  con¬ 
verts  and  participated  in  the  bloody  civil  wars  against  the 
Roman  Catholics.  Many  of  them  left  their  martyred  names  in 
these  struggles.  During  this  period  the  name  Berlius  under¬ 
went  several  changes  to  Berlioz,  Berliet,  Bierhly,  Berhle,  Berly 
and  Borly.  At  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  the 
Bierlys  were  scattered.  Some  remained  in  southwest  France. 
Others  fled  into  the  mountains  of  northeastern  Italy  and  today 
the  Berli  and  Borelli  families  there  acknowledge  their  Hugue¬ 
not  background.  Others  fled  to  Switzerland  where  they  are 
known  today  as  Beyerly,  Baehrli  and  Barly.  Some  went  to 
England  and  Ireland  where  the  name  was  Byerly.  The  greatest 
number,  however,  went  into  the  Rhineland  area  which  was 
Germanic  in  nature.  Here  they  were  known  as  Beyerle,  Bahrle, 
Bierly,  Bierley,  Bierleh  and  other  variations.  The  Germanized 
Bierlys,  Col.  Shoemaker  stated,  were  never  satisfied  with  their 
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new  home  and  when  in  the  early  seventeen  hundreds  the  Palati¬ 
nate  and  other  Germans  migrated  to  the  New  World  many  of 
the  Bierlys  were  among  them  and  their  identity  was  submerged 
in  the  flood  of  the  so-called  Pennsylvania  Dutch.  Col.  Shoe¬ 
maker  then  states  that  the  Pennsylvania  archives  tell  of  Bierlys 
in  the  Indian  Wars,  the  Revolution,  The  War  of  1812,  The 
War  with  Mexico,  The  Civil  War  and  the  World  War  (One). 
In  France,  Germany  and  Italy  Bierlys  fought  in  the  regiments 
of  all  sides  during  the  First  World  War. 

THE  HISTORIC  BACKGROUND  —  EUROPE 

The  person  of  Germanic  descent  who  seeks  to  know  why  his 
ancestors  came  to  this  country  some  two  hundred  or  more  years 
ago  must  cast  his  gaze  backward  to  the  Reformation  and  the 
century  and  a  half  that  followed.  The  religious  and  political 
differences  that  were  created  and  the  forces  that  were  released 
in  the  freeing  men  from  Roman  Catholicism  resulted  in  ter¬ 
rible  civil  and  religious  wars  that  particularly  swept  through 
Germany.  As  a  result,  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  was  broken 
apart  and  the  numerous  little  principalities  that  were  created 
spent  most  of  the  seventeenth  century  fighting  either  among 
themselves  or  serving  as  the  battleground  for  their  larger  neigh¬ 
bors.  Between  wars  they  attempted  to  recover  from  the  blight¬ 
ing  effects  of  these  struggles. 

In  1555  at  the  Diet  of  Augsburg  a  religious  peace  was  estab¬ 
lished  between  the  protesting  German  Princes  and  the  Catholic 
Emperor  by  which  religious  freedom  was  to  apply  to  the  states 
and  not  to  individual  citizens:  "Cujus  Regio  Ejus  Religio.” 
("The  confession  of  the  subject  was  to  be  dependent  on  that 
of  the  territorial  lord” ) .  For  the  next  one  hundred  years  this 
doctrine  led  the  people  to  revolt  against  their  masters  and  the 
leaders  to  bend  the  people  to  their  will.  The  resulting  collapse 
of  the  idea  of  the  unified  Christendom  had  no  where  more  dis¬ 
astrous  effects  than  in  Germany.  The  internal  fighting  reached 
its  climax  in  a  great  civil  war,  The  Thirty  Years  War  ( 1 6 1 8- 
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1648).  Essentially  it  was  the  rebellious  underling  nobles  who 
tended  to  be  individualistic  or  Protestant  against  the  overlord 
crown  which  tended  to  be  Catholic.  However,  unlike  England 
whose  Civil  War  (1643-1649)  resulted  in  the  triumph  of  the 
underling  nobles  and  merchants  or  in  France  where  the  Crown 
was  victorious  (1648-1653),  in  Germany  the  Protestant 
Princes  had  neither  the  unity  nor  organization  and  the  Catholic 
Crown  could  never  muster  the  power  so  that  at  the  end  there 
was  a  ruined  Germany  and  no  victor.  In  addition  the  issue 
was  complicated  by  the  many  non-German  factions  (Sweden, 
Bohemia,  France,  etc.)  who  became  entangled.  Because  of  its 
indeterminate  nature,  the  large  numbers  of  professional  soldiers 
and  the  religious  fervor,  the  war  became  one  of  the  most  de¬ 
structive  and  cruel  that  Europe  had  undergone  since  the  Bar¬ 
barians.  At  the  close  of  the  struggle  Germany  was  ruined  and 
desolate  and  Central  Europe  took  nearly  a  century  to  recover. 
In  1648,  the  Peace  of  Westphalia  brought  this  civil  strife  to 
a  halt. 

Meanwhile  in  France,  internally  calm  following  the  religious 
toleration  built  up  by  Henry  IV,  the  Protestant  peoples  became 
the  backbone  of  the  French  industrial  system.  Louis  XIV  in 
his  quest  for  absolute  power  chose  the  Huguenots  for  persecu¬ 
tion  in  order  to  prove  his  support  of  orthodox  religion.  The 
persecution  reached  its  climax  in  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes  in  1685  and  with  this  more  than  a  half  million  of  the 
flower  of  French  industrial  population  escaped  to  Protestant 
areas  especially  England,  Holland  and  Germany.  (Thus  the 
background  of  the  descendants  of  the  aforementioned  Berlius 
in  these  countries).  It  is  no  wonder  that  when  avenues  of 
escape  appeared  tens  of  thousands  of  people  left  for  what  could 
only  be  a  better  life.  And  in  spite  of  the  large  number  of  per¬ 
sons  involved,  because  of  these  same  factors,  Germany  as  a 
nation  took  no  official  part  in  the  colonization  of  the  New 
World. 
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THE  EARLY  EMIGRATION  OF  THE  GERMANS 

INTO  PENNSYLVANIA 

When  William  Penn  became  a  Quaker  among  his  other 
work  he  made  two  journeys  into  Holland  and  Germany.  The 
second  trip  being  made  in  1677.  On  this  occasion  George  Fox, 
the  founder  of  the  Quakers,  accompanied  him  and  there  they 
met  and  revitalized  Quaker  and  Mennonite  settlements.  In 
1681  Penn  received  from  Charles  II  a  large  land  grant  in  lieu 
of  payment  of  a  debt  owed  his  father  Admiral  Penn.  Penn 
wished  to  attract  colonists  in  need  of  both  religious  and  politi¬ 
cal  freedom  and  to  advertise  it  issued  a  pamphlet  setting  forth 
the  advantages  of  his  "Holy  Experiment.”  This  was  very  soon 
translated  into  German  and  a  group  of  pietists  in  Frankfort 
who  had  been  impressed  with  Fox  and  Penn  years  before  or¬ 
ganized  a  company  to  go  to  the  New  World. 

At  this  time  Francis  Daniel  Pastorius,  a  very  learned  and 
travelled  man,  became  the  agent  of  the  Frankfort  Company 
and  in  1683  sailed  to  Philadelphia  where  he  was  welcomed  by 
Penn.  Pastorius  was  the  advance  guard  for  the  settlement  and 
became  to  the  Germans  of  Germantown  as  Bradford  was  to  the 
Puritans  of  Massachusetts.  On  October  6,  1683  the  first  fami¬ 
lies  reached  Philadelphia  on  board  the  Concord — the  German 
Mayflower.  A  settlement  was  constructed  in  the  forests  away 
from  Philadelphia  at  Germantown  and  within  a  year,  after 
much  hardships,  the  settlement  was  thriving.  A  few  more 
colonists  followed  during  the  next  25  years.  About  1710  a 
group  of  Swiss  Mennonites  emigrated.  The  relations  between 
the  Swiss  and  Dutch  Mennonites  had  always  been  close — par¬ 
ticularly  in  defending  themselves  from  their  Calvinistic  breth¬ 
ren  and  it  was  undoubtedly  through  the  Swiss  exiled  into  the 
Palatinate  that  the  stream  of  Swiss  immigration  was  turned 
into  Pennsylvania.  The  Swiss  settled  particularly  Lancaster 
County. 

In  the  early  1700s  the  British  induced  a  large  number  of 
Palatines  to  emigrate  to  England  and  when  overwhelmed  at 
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the  response  had  to  relocate  many  in  Ireland,  along  the  Caro¬ 
lina  coast  and  a  larger  group  was  sent  into  the  Mohawk  Valley 
of  New  York.  A  few  of  these  latter  found  their  way  eventu¬ 
ally  into  Pennsylvania. 

Although  the  number  of  emigrants  each  year  was  small  over 
the  succeeding  years  the  number  increased  and  by  1727  it  is 
estimated  that  there  were  between  fifteen  and  twenty  thousand 
German  and  Swiss  colonists  in  Pennsylvania2.  However  the 
number  was  beginning  to  increase  enough  to  cause  alarm 
among  the  English  who  feared  another  Anglo-Saxon  invasion. 

The  Pennsylvania  government  was  in  the  hands  of  British 
subjects  as  the  Germans  began  to  immigrate.  The  laws  and 
languages  were  English.  It  is  little  wonder  then  that  as  num¬ 
bers  of  these  "foreigners”  increased  gradually  at  first  and  with 
some  rapidity  after  1700  that  the  colonists  became  alarmed. 
These  people  spoke  a  different  language  and  were  accustomed 
to  another  form  of  government  and  even  though  they  had  been 
invited  by  William  Penn  himself  they  were  still  to  be  regarded 
with  suspicion.  In  1717  the  colonial  governor  suggested  that 
all  continentals  be  required  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
British  Crown.  This  was  passed  into  law  by  the  Provincial 
Council  in  1727  and  two  years  later  an  additional  law  was 
passed  that  required  the  immigrants  to  take  oaths  of  abjuration 
and  fidelity  to  the  proprietor  and  the  laws  of  the  province. 

THE  OATH  OF  ALLEGIANCE7 

"We  subscribers,  Natives  and  Late  Inhabitants  of  the  Palati¬ 
nate  upon  the  Rhine  &  Places  adjacent,  having  transported  our¬ 
selves  and  Families  into  this  Province  of  Pensilvania,  a  Colony 
subject  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  hopes  and  Expecta¬ 
tion  of  finding  a  Retreat  &  peaceable  Settlement  therein,  Do 
Solemnly  promise  &  Engage,  that  We  will  be  faithful  &  bear 
true  Allegiance  to  his  present  MAJESTY  KING  GEORGE 
THE  SECOND,  and  his  Successors,  Kings  of  Great  Britain,  and 
will  be  faithful  to  the  Proprietor  of  this  Province;  And  that  we 
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will  demean  ourselves  peaceable  to  all  His  said  Majesties  Sub¬ 
jects,  and  strictly  observe  &  conform  to  the  Laws  of  England 
and  of  this  Province,  to  the  utmost  of  our  Power  and  best  of 
our  understanding.” 

THE  OATHS  OF  ABJURATION7 

"I  A  B  do  solemnly  &  sincerely  promise  &  declare  that  I  will 
be  true  &  faithful  to  King  George  the  Second  and  do  solemnly 
sincerely  and  truly  Profess  Testife  &  Declare  that  I  do  from 
my  Heart  abhor,  detest  &  renounce  as  impious  &  heretical  that 
wicked  Doctrine  &  Position  that  Princes  Excommunicated  or 
deprived  by  the  Pope  or  any  Authority  of  the  See  of  Rome  may 
be  deposed  or  murthered  by  their  Subjects  or  any  other  what¬ 
soever.  And  I  do  declare  that  no  Forreign  Prince  Person  Pre¬ 
late  State  or  Potentate  hath  or  ought  to  have  any  Power  Juris¬ 
diction  Superiority  Preeminence  or  Authority  Ecclesiastical  or 
Spiritual  within  the  Realm  of  Great  Britain  or  the  Dominions 
thereunto  belonging. 

"I  A  B  do  solemnly  sincerely  and  truly  acknowledge  profess 
testify  &  declare  that  King  George  the  Second  is  lawful  &  right¬ 
ful  King  of  the  Realm  of  Great  Britain  &  of  all  others  his 
Dominions  &  Countries  thereunto  belonging,  And  I  do  sol¬ 
emnly  &  sincerely  declare  that  I  do  believe  the  Person  pretend¬ 
ing  to  be  Prince  of  Wales  during  the  Life  of  the  late  King 
James,  and  since  his  Decease  pretending  to  be  &  taking  upon 
himself  the  Stile  &  Title  of  King  of  England  by  the  Name  of 
James  the  third,  or  of  Scotland  by  the  Names  of  James  the 
Eighth  or  the  Stile  &  Title  of  King  of  Great  Britain  hath  not 
any  Right  or  Title  whatsoever  to  the  Crown  of  the  Realm  of 
Great  Britain,  nor  any  other  the  Dominions  thereunto  belong¬ 
ing.  And  I  do  renounce  &  refuse  any  Allegiance  or  obedience 
to  him  &  do  solemnly  promise  that  I  will  be  true  and  faithful, 
&  bear  true  allegiance  to  King  George  the  Second  &  to  him 
will  be  faithful  against  all  traiterous  Conspiracies  &  attempts 
whatsoever  which  shall  be  made  against  his  Person  Crown  & 
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Dignity  &  I  will  do  my  best  Endeavours  to  disclose  &  make 
known  to  King  George  the  Second  &  his  Successors  all  Treasons 
and  traiterous  Conspiracies  which  I  shall  Know  to  be  made 
against  him  or  any  of  them.  And  I  will  be  true  &  faithful  to 
the  Succession  of  the  Crown  against  him  the  said  James  Sc  all 
other  Persons  whatsoever  as  the  same  is  Sc  stands  settled  by  An 
Act  Entitled  An  Act  declaring  the  Rights  Sc  Liberties  of  the 
Subject  Sc  settling  the  Succession  of  the  Crown  to  the  late 
Queen  Anne  Sc  the  Heirs  of  her  Body  being  Protestants, 
and  as  the  same  by  one  other  Act  Entitled  An  Act  for  the  fur¬ 
ther  Limitation  of  the  Crown  &  better  securing  the  Rights  Sc 
Liberties  of  the  subject  is  &  stands  settled  Sc  entailed  after  the 
Decease  of  the  said  late  Queen,  &  for  Default  of  Issue  of  the 
said  late  Queen,  to  the  late  Princess  Sophia  Electoress  &  Dutch¬ 
ess  Dowager  of  Hannover  &  the  Heirs  of  her  Body  being  Prot¬ 
estants;  and  all  these  things  I  do  plainly  Sc  sincerely  acknowl¬ 
edge  promise  Sc  declare  according  to  these  express  Words  by 
me  spoken  Sc  according  to  the  plain  &  common  Sense  and  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  same  Words,  without  any  Equivocation 
mental  Evasion  or  secret  Reservation  whatsoever.  And  I  do 
make  this  Recognition  Acknowledgement  Renunciation  Sc 
Promise  heartily  willingly  &  truly.” 

The  names  of  the  persons  subscribing  to  the  above  declara¬ 
tions  then  formed  three  lists:  1.  Those  kept  by  the  captains  of 
the  ships  who  brought  the  immigrants,  (these  were  carelessly 
kept,  not  uniform,  and  the  occupation  and  places  of  origin  were 
most  often  ignored).  2.  The  signers  of  the  oath  of  allegiance 
(these  were  incomplete  in  that  they  contained  only  the  signa¬ 
tures  of  the  adult  males  who  were  physically  present  on  the 
day  of  signing).  3.  The  signers  of  the  oath  of  abjuration. 

These  various  lists  with  original  signatures  are  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  at  various  times  por¬ 
tions  or  all  have  been  published.  These  lists  form  the  genea¬ 
logical  basis  of  millions  of  Americans  who  have  descended 
from  the  first  arrivals. 
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THE  FIRST  BYERLYS  IN  AMERICA 


From  the  above  mentioned  lists  in  Strassburger’s  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  German  Pioneers1 ,  it  is  learned  that  the  first  Byerly  to  arrive 
in  this  country  was  Johann  Michael  Beyerle  who  arrived  on  the 
Alexander  and  Anne  from  Rotterdam  and  Deal,  September  5, 
1730.  (Vol.  I  pp  36-37,  List  12B  and  12C  and  Vol.  II  pp 
26-27).  Others  are  listed  as  follows: 


Johann  Jacob  Beyerle  arriving  on  the  Dragon  from  Rotterdam 
September  30,  1732.  (Vol.  I  pp  97-99  List  26A,  26B,  26C 

Jacob  Beyerly  arrived  on  the  Duke  of  wirtenberg  from  Rotter- *7  _ '  / 
dam  and  Cowes  on  October  16,  1751.  (Vol.  I  p  476  List  176C  ' '  ® 
and  Vol.  II  p  563) 


Another  Jacob  Beyerly  arrived  on  the  Duke  of  Wirtenberg 
from  Rotterdam  and  Cowes  on  October  20,  1752.  (Vol.  I  p 
498  List  190C  and  Vol.  II  p  596) 


Johann  Phillip  Beyerly  ( Beurle  on  the  oath  of  abjuration  list) 
arrived  on  October  22,  1754  from  Rotterdam  via  Cowes  on 
the  Hennrietta.  (Vol.  I  pp  649-651  List  226A  and  226C  and 
Vol.  II  p  742 ) 


Caspar  Byerley  arrived  on  the  Recovery  from  Rotterdam  and 
Cowes  on  October  23,  1754.  (Vol.  I  p  660  List  229A  and 
Vol.  II  p  749) 

Johannes  Beyerle  arrived  on  the  Snow  Squirrel  from  Rotter¬ 
dam  via  Portsmouth  in  October  1761.  (Vol.  I  p  683  List  237C 
and  Vol.  II  p  772) 


Dieter  Beyerle  arrived  October  24,  1769  in  the  Crawford  from 
Rotterdam.  (Vol.  I  p  728  List  277C  and  Vol.  II  p  841) 


Johann  Jacob  Beyerle  arrived  on  the  Tyger  from  Rotterdam 
and  Cowes  on  November  19,  1771.  (Vol.  I  p  73 6  List  290C 
and  Vol.  II  p  853) 


,i 
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Frederick  Beyerle  arrived  on  the  Union  from  Rotterdam  via 
Portsmouth  on  September  30,  1774.  (Vol.  I  p  760  List  320C 
and  Vol.  II  p  885 ) 

This  completes  the  chronological  list  of  arrivals  from  the 
various  Byerlys  up  to  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  After  this 
time  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  kept  immigration  records  until 
the  War  of  1812  following  which  the  Federal  Government 
took  over  that  function.  No  Byerlys  are  recorded  as  arriving 
after  the  above  last  mentioned  one. 
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THE  BYERLYS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA1 


In  the  archives  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Berks  County 
there  is  a  translation  of  the  church  record  of  Trinity  Lutheran 
Church  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania.  From  this  is  found  that 
about  1690  a  Jacob  Beyerle  lived  in  Linzhein  Palatine,  Ger¬ 
many.  He  had  two  sons  John  Ludwig  born  1724  and  John 
Henry  born  1726  in  this  town.  These  two  brothers  emigrated 
to  Pennsylvania  and  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  the  town 
of  Reading  in  1748.  They  were  classed  as  fishermen  and  la¬ 
borers.  John  Henry  did  not  marry.  John  Ludwig  married 
Anna  Maria  Jeder  (Yoder)  who  had  been  born  in  1735  in 
Wurtenberg,  Germany.  They  had  nine  children  of  who  three 
survived.  These  were  Daniel,  Rosina  and  Samuel. 

Daniel  Beyerle  married  Elizabeth  Settle  in  1785  and  the 
couple  had  nine  children  of  whom  seven  survived.  The  family 
is  listed  in  the  1790  census.  Daniel  was  an  innkeeper  and 
owned  property  in  his  village  of  Reading.  Around  1800  Dan¬ 
iel  moved  to  Brunswick  Township  in  Schuylkill  County.  In 
the  War  of  1812  he  served  as  a  private  in  Captain  Christians 
Company,  Second  Regiment,  Second  Brigade  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  militia. 

Daniel’s  brother  Samuel  (second  son  of  John  Ludwig)  mar¬ 
ried  a  Mary  Magdaline  in  Reading  in  around  1800.  The  couple 
had  seven  children.  Three  sons  migrated  to  Berks  County. 
Two  of  them  operated  a  distillery.  John  George  (third  son) 
born  in  1804  became  a  well  known  doctor  in  Bernville  where 
he  was  buried.  One  of  his  sons,  Wellington  George,  continued 
as  a  horse  and  buggy  family  doctor.  He  was  a  surgeon  during 
the  Civil  War  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  The 
descendants  of  this  family  retain  to  the  present  day  the  original 
spelling  Beyerle  and  live  around  Reading  and  in  Berks  County. 

Daniel’s  (q.s.)  children  moved  in  Schuylkill  and  Northum¬ 
berland  Counties  and  the  name  began  to  be  spelled  Bierly.  All 
of  these  Bierlys  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  and  or  Re- 
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formed  Churches  in  this  vicinity  and  are  buried  in  the  ceme¬ 
teries  of  those  churches. 

Daniel’s  grandson  Elijah  was  born  in  1813.  With  him  the 
spelling  of  the  name  changed  to  Byerly.  In  1832  he  married 
Maria  Bower  and  they  had  eleven  children.  In  1854  Elijah 
erected  a  set  of  buildings  near  Hickory  Corners  and  made  this 
a  permanent  Byerly  home.  He  established  a  hotel  known  as 
Byerly s  Hotel.  He  died  in  1873  and  Maria  in  1886.  They 
are  buried  at  Stone  Valley  Lutheran  Church.  Elijah  and  Maria’s 
children  were  devoted  to  farming  and  several  combined  farm¬ 
ing  with  the  hotel  business.  Josiah,  the  fifth  son,  purchased 
the  old  Homestead  and  combined  farming  and  hostelry  until 
his  death  in  1928.  He  was  a  deacon,  eider,  later  a  trustee  and 
was  buried  at  the  Stone  Valley  Lutheran  Church. 

Elijah’s  grandson,  Jonathan  (through  his  eldest  son  Elias) 
was  born  in  1858.  He  became  a  school  teacher  and  later  turned 
to  farming.  He  acquired  about  500  acres  of  valuable  land  in¬ 
cluding  the  Byerly  Homestead  in  Lower  Mahanoy  Township. 
His  interest  in  the  entire  family  led  to  the  first  Byerly  Reunion 
at  Stone  Valley  Grove  July  5,  1931.  Jonathan  married  Louisa 
C.  Emerick  and  they  had  nine  children  of  whom  six  died.  Their 
second  son  Elias  M.,  born  in  1886,  bought  the  old  Byerly  home¬ 
stead  where  he  now  lives. 

Throughout  the  history  of  this  particular  part  of  the  family 
one  notes  the  predominant  occupation  to  have  been  farming 
and  the  apparent  desire  to  remain  on  the  land  and  not  to  stray 
too  far  geographically.  There  has  been  a  close  association  with 
the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Churches.  All  of  our  nation’s 
wars  have  had  Byerlys  serving  in  the  armed  forces. 
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PART  TWO 


THE  BYERLYS  IN  CAROLINA 


"It  is  a  reverend  thing  to  see  an  ancient  castle 
not  in  decay;  how  much  more  to  behold 
ancient  families  which  have  stood  against  the 
waves  and  weathers  of  time.” 

Lord  Francis  Bacon 
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THE  GERMANS  IN  CAROLINA 

The  present  day  Carolinian  of  German  descent  in  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  cases  stems  from  those  pioneers  who  came  by  way  of 
Pennsylvania.  (A  smaller  number  of  Palatines  and  Swiss  set¬ 
tled  in  New  Bern  directly  from  the  old  country  and  became 
historically  better  known.)  The  majority  of  these  people  set¬ 
tled  what  is  today  the  Piedmont  section.  Their  inspiration  and 
guide  (and  perhaps  motivating  force)  was  from  the  Moravians. 
Although  numerically  smaller  these  latter  were  better  organ¬ 
ized,  more  clannish,  kept  better  records  and  have  come  down 
in  history  more  famously.  Therefore  to  understand  the  move¬ 
ment  of  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Germans  from  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  into  North  Carolina  we  may  look  to  the  well  document¬ 
ed  journey  of  the  Unitas  Fratrum. 

WACHOVIA12 

The  Unity  of  Brethren  (Unitas  Fratum)  commonly  called 
the  Moravian  Church  was  founded  by  the  followers  of  John 
Hus  in  1457.  Hus  was  a  Bohemian  reformer  martyred  for  his 
beliefs.  The  Hussites  endured  many  persecutions  but  their 
reformation  spread  through  present  day  Czechoslovakia  (Bo¬ 
hemia  and  Moravia)  and  into  Poland.  During  the  Counter- 
Reformation  of  the  1600s  the  unity  which  had  become  very 
influential  and  powerful  locally,  was  practically  wiped  out.  In 
the  early  1700s  descendants  of  the  Hussites  moved  from  Mo¬ 
ravia  (hence  the  popular  name  of  the  church)  into  Saxony 
seeking  religious  freedom.  They  settled  upon  the  estate  of 
Count  Zinzendorf  whose  grandfather  had  been  one  of  the 
earlier  German  noblemen  to  embrace  Protestantism.  Although 
a  Lutheran  by  family  the  Count  assisted  in  reviving  the  Unity 
and  became  its  Patron.  From  there  the  Brethren  spread  into 
other  parts  of  Europe,  to  England,  the  West  Indies  and  in  1735 
into  Georgia.  Along  with  the  general  Germanic  emigration 
into  Pennsylvania  the  Moravians  settled  Bethlehem  around 
1740. 
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In  keeping  with  their  missionary  zeal  and  their  desire  for 
religious  liberty  and  Lord  Granville’s  desire  to  have  his  land 
(colony)  settled  by  a  thrifty  and  industrious  people  the  Pro¬ 
prietor  granted  to  the  Moravian  Church  100,000  acres  of  land 
in  North  Carolina.  When  finally  determined  the  tract  covered 
about  two  thirds  of  the  present  Forsyth  County  in  the  Piedmont 
section  of  the  state.  Settlement  was  begun  in  1753.  The  name 
Wachovia  was  given  this  area  since  it  reminded  the  earlier  ex¬ 
plorers  of  the  estate  of  that  name  in  Southern  Austria  where 
the  Zinzendorf  family  had  originated. 

From  diaries  written  during  this  time  we  learn  that  there 
were  only  a  few  scattered  settlers  in  this  area  in  1753  but  that 
many  German  and  Swiss  who  went  first  to  Pennsylvania  after 
a  few  years  came  south  along  with  the  Moravian  migration. 

This  area  on  the  upper  central  Yadkin  during  these  years 
was  the  scene  of  recurring  Indian  Wars  and  later  became  the 
trading  and  political  center  of  upper  Piedmont  Carolina  until 
the  time  of  the  Revolution. 

THE  GERMAN  INFLUENCE  IN  STATE  HISTORY 

An  excerpt  from:  The  Historical  Foundations  of  Democracy 
in  North  Carolina,  address  by  President  R.  D.  W.  Connor  be¬ 
fore  the  State  Literary  and  Historical  Association,  December  3, 
1912.13 

"The  influence  of  the  Germans  has  been  chiefly  economic. 
The  early  German  pioneer  took  but  little  interest  in  politics. 
The  only  governments  which  he  had  known  in  the  Old  World 
were  pure  despotisms  and  accordingly  he  lacked  political  ex¬ 
perience.  About  the  only  political  principle  he  was  familiar 
with  was  obedience  to  constituted  authority,  and  he  concerned 
himself  but  little  whether  that  authority  was  despotic  or  demo¬ 
cratic.  He  was  willing,  therefore,  to  leave  politics  to  his  Scotch 
and  English  fellow  colonists  while  he  devoted  his  energies  to 
his  industrial  affairs.  Two  causes  contributed  to  this  result. 
One  was  the  communistic  spirit  of  the  German  immigrants 
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which  led  them  to  settle  in  compact  communities;  the  other 
was  the  geology  of  the  region  in  which  they  settled.  The  fa¬ 
cilities  which  it  offered  for  manufacturing  enterprises  did  not 
escape  the  keen  eyes  of  the  early  German  pioneers.  In  the 
section  settled  by  the  English,  fifty  years  passed  before  a  mill 
of  any  character  was  erected;  in  Wachovia,  on  the  other  hand, 
before  the  close  of  their  first  year,  the  Germans  had  in  opera¬ 
tion  a  flour  mill,  a  carpenter’s  shop,  a  shoe  shop,  a  pottery,  a 
blasksmith’s  shop,  a  tannery,  and  a  cooperage;  and  in  1773  a 
visitor  to  Wachovia  records  the  fact  that  the  settlers  there  pos¬ 
sessed  "a  number  of  useful  and  lucrative  manufactures,  par¬ 
ticularly  a  very  extensive  one  of  earthenware,  which  they  have 
brought  to  great  perfection,  and  supply  the  whole  country  with 
it  for  some  hundred  miles  around.”  The  first  cotton  mill 
erected  in  North  Carolina  was  built  at  Lincolnton  in  1813  by 
Michael  Schenck,  whose  name  is  sufficient  evidence  of  his  na¬ 
tionality.  This  mill  was  the  forerunner  of  that  remarkable 
industrial  development  which  has  raised  North  Carolina  to  the 
second  place  among  the  States  of  the  American  Union  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton.  How  largely  this  development  is  the 
work  of  our  German  population  will  be  readily  understood  by 
recalling  the  names  of  the  pioneers  of  manufacturing  in  North 
Carolina — the  Schencks,  the  Holts,  the  Frieses,  the  Hokes,  the 
Reinhardts— as  well  as  the  names  of  the  men  behind  the  man¬ 
ufacturing  industries  of  today.  An  examination  of  the  reports 
of  the  State  Commissioner  of  Labor  and  Printing  will  reveal 
the  fact  that  a  very  large  percentage  of  these  enterprises  are  yet 
owned  or  controlled  by  men  of  German  descent.  In  1910,  for 
instance,  the  sixteen  counties  that  were  settled  chiefly  by  Ger¬ 
man  immigrants  contained  something  more  than  forty  percent 
of  all  the  cotton,  woolen,  silk,  and  knitting  mills  then  in  the 
State. 

The  influence  of  industry  on  government  is  always  exercised 
in  the  interest  of  conservatism.  And  so  in  North  Carolina,  at 
every  period  of  history,  the  influence  of  our  German  citizenship 
has  been  among  the  most  conservative  forces  in  the  life  of  the 
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State.  Thus,  in  1776,  the  German  communities  in  North  Car¬ 
olina  held  back  when  the  English  and  Scotch  were  ready  to 
plunge  the  country  into  rebellion  and  revolution;  and  in  1861 
they  opposed  slavery  and  secession.  Though  they  could  not 
prevent  revolution  in  1776  or  secession  in  1861,  their  influ¬ 
ence  undoubtedly  went  far  toward  making  both  those  move¬ 
ments  more  orderly  and  less  noisy  in  North  Carolina  than  in 
some  of  her  sister  States;  and  so  today  the  North  Carolina 
citizen  of  German  descent  continues  to  exercise  a  singularly 
potent  and  salutary  influence  which  will  not,  indeed,  prevent 
our  joining  in  the  progressive  movements  of  the  age,  but  will 
cause  us  to  move  cautiously  and  thoughtfully  until  at  least  we 
know  that  our  ground  is  firm  and  certain.” 

THE  REFORMED  CHURCH  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA8 

It  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Welker  that  it 
was  the  misfortune  of  the  early  Germans  settling  in  North 
Carolina  not  to  have  had  a  historian  come  along  at  a  time  when 
it  was  yet  possible  to  collect  the  facts  relating  to  their  immigra¬ 
tion.  The  territory  settled  by  the  Germans  in  North  Carolina 
embraced  the  counties  of  Alamance,  Guilford,  Randolph,  Da¬ 
vidson,  Forsyth,  Stokes,  Cabarrus,  Stanly,  Lincoln,  Gaston, 
Catawba  and  Burke.  (The  major  portion  of  the  present  day 
prosperous  and  industrious  Piedmont).  Dr.  Welker  feels  that 
their  character  was  unobtrusive,  they  were  devoted  to  agricul¬ 
ture  and  home  making  and  had  little  ambition  for  public  af¬ 
fairs.  In  addition  there  was  often  an  English  language  barrier. 
(This  persisted  in  some  counties  even  to  the  1880s).  From  the 
beginning  the  Reformed  and  the  Lutheran  sects  were  the  pre¬ 
dominant  forms  of  protestantism  and  were  very  closely  allied- — 
nearly  all  their  churches  were  union  churches.  The  members 
of  the  churches  greatly  intermarried  and  in  earlier  times  there 
was  very  little  emphasis  placed  upon  doctrinal  differences.  In 
the  title  deeds  for  church  property  the  Reformed  Church  was 
known  as  the  "Reformed  Evangelical”,  "Calvin  Church”,  "Ger- 
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man  Presbyterian”  and  "Dutch  Presbyterian.”  These  churches 
were  composed  by  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Swit¬ 
zerland,  Germany  and  France  who  dissented  from  Luther’s  doc¬ 
trine  on  the  Lord’s  Supper  and  who  followed  Calvin  and 
Zwingli  and  held  to  the  Presbyterial  form  of  Church  govern¬ 
ment.  Their  doctrine  was  the  Catechism  of  Heidelberg.  Or¬ 
ganizationally  the  Reformed  Churches  were  weak  and  it  was 
1831  before  a  North  Carolina  Synod  could  be  organized. 

The  German  immigration  into  Central  Carolina  was  at  high 
tide  from  1745  to  1755.  The  Abbott’s  Creek  section  (David¬ 
son  County)  attracted  quite  a  number  of  settlers.  Among  these 
were  the  families  of  Hege,  Spengler,  Leonard,  Shoaf,  Berrier, 
Sauer,  Sprecher,  Hedrick,  Meyer,  Conrad,  Clodfelter  and  Jacob 
Byerly.  They  were  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  as  were 
their  children  after  them.  In  1753  or  1754  Jacob  Berrier  and 
companions  selected  a  site  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  west 
of  Abbott’s  Creek  toward  the  Yadkin  River  in  a  wooded  grove 
with  a  spring  nearby.  The  spot  was  near  Valentine  Leonard’s 
home  and  for  many  years  because  of  this  and  the  many  family 
members  of  the  congregation  it  was  known  as  Leonard’s 
Church.  The  first  church  was  of  log  construction  and  was  built 
in  the  period  of  1757-1764,  which  makes  the  congregation  one 
of  the  oldest  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  North  Carolina.  At 
the  time  of  its  organization  it  was  the  only  church  in  that  part 
of  Rowan  County  east  of  the  Yadkin  River.  (There  was  an¬ 
other  Reformed  Church  across  the  Yadkin  four  miles  from  the 
present  Mocksville  on  Dutchman’s  Creek  known  as  the  "Hei¬ 
delberg  Reformed  Church”  or  "Dutch  Meeting  House.”)  After 
North  Carolina  became  a  state  the  congregation  was  legally 
granted  the  land  and  was  known  as  the  "Dutch  Congregation” 
(from  the  "Dutch  Settlement  on  Abbott’s  Creek”),  but  the 
real  name  seemed  to  have  been  the  Pilgrim  Church  by  which 
name  it  was  known  at  the  turn  of  the  century  ( 1800) .  Among 
the  family  names  on  its  roll  at  that  time  were  the  Byerlys. 
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THE  BYERLYS  IN  DAVIDSON  COUNTY17 


In  the  first  quarter  century  of  existence  (1693-1722)  North 
Carolina  was  composed  of  four  counties  and  by  1730  ten  more 
had  been  added.  All  of  these  were  in  the  then  only  inhabited 
area  of  northeastern  coastal  Carolina.  New  Hanover  County 
was  formed  in  1728  and  included  all  of  the  remainder  of  pres¬ 
ent  day  Carolina.  In  1734  Bladen  County  was  cut  off  from 
New  Hanover  and  in  1749  Rowan  was  constructed  out  of 
Bladen.  At  that  time  Rowan  comprised  the  entire  Piedmont 
and  Western  half  of  North  Carolina  (and  all  of  Tennessee) 
and  was  the  largest  county.  Rowan  was  the  frontier  of  those 
days.  Rowan  gradually  was  subdivided  over  the  years  as  set¬ 
tlement  became  heavier.  Davidson  County  was  created  on 
December  9,  1822  when  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  ratified  An  Act  For  The  Division  of  Rowan  County.  (Pri¬ 
vate  Laws  1822,  chapter  47).  The  County  name  derives  from 
honoring  General  William  Davidson,  a  young  commander 
killed  at  Cowan’s  Ford  on  the  Catawba  River  while  serving  in 
General  Greene’s  campaign  against  Cornwallis  in  1781. 

The  first  permanent  settlers  in  this  section  of  Rowan  County 
(i.e.  present  day  Davidson  County)  came  from  Pennsylvania. 
They  followed  a  road  leading  roughly  from  Lancaster  to  "The 
Trading  Ford  on  the  Yadkin.”  This  was  called  the  "Trading 
Ford”  from  the  fact  that  in  the  earliest  knowledge  of  this  sec¬ 
tion  Indians  had  gathered  here  annually  to  trade,  mostly  for  the 
shad  that  came  upstream  each  spring  from  the  ocean  to  spawn. 
This  fish  was  reported  in  these  waters  as  late  as  1862. 

Among  the  earliest  settlers  attracted  to  the  Abbott’s  Creek 
section  (a  large  feeding  stream  of  the  Yadkin  River  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  County)  according  to  records  was  Jacob 
Byerly  who  settled  there  between  1745  and  1755.  (Note:  see 
preceding  section  the  Reformed  Church).  According  to  infor¬ 
mation  transmitted  from  olden  times  by  word  of  mouth  Jacob 
Byerly  came  to  North  Carolina  and  married  about  175 2. 16 

Among  the  leaders  of  the  colony  along  the  Yadkin  in  this 


28 


area  was  a  Boone  family  who  settled  there  in  May  1750  coming 
from  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania.  Daniel  Boone,  the  great 
hunter  and  hero  lived  in  this  area  for  about  ten  years  until  his 
adventuresome  spirit  led  him  on  to  Kentucky  and  fame.  His 
father,  Squire  Boone,  and  mother  and  the  other  children  lived 
in  a  double  log  house  on  a  high  hill  overlooking  the  Yadkin 
half  way  between  Lexington  and  Salisbury.  Squire  Boone  died 
in  1765  and  he  and  other  members  of  the  family  are  buried  in 
old  Joppa  cemetery  near  Mocksville.  Of  interest  is  that  a  deed 
bearing  Daniel  Boone’s  authenticated  signature  was  found  in  a 
secret  drawer  of  an  old  chest  which  was  an  heirloom  descended 
from  David  Byerly.  The  drawer  also  contained  other  papers 
pertaining  to  the  Colonial  Era. 

Following  the  organization  of  North  Carolina  into  a  State, 
present  day  Davidson  County  was  included  in  what  was  then 
the  Salisbury  District  of  Rowan  County.  From  the  first  census 
of  the  United  States  in  1790312  it  is  learned  that  there  were 
thirty-one  Byerlys  in  existence,  eight  of  whom  were  free  white 
males  over  sixteen  years  of  age,  eight  were  free  white  males 
under  sixteen  years  and  fifteen  were  free  white  females.  They 
owned  no  slaves.  The  total  U.  S.  population  was  314  million 
(less  than  present  day  North  Carolina),  North  Carolina’s  pop¬ 
ulation  for  1790  was  1/3  million  and  Rowan  County  was 
16,000  (the  size  of  present  day  Lexington) .  The  Byerlys  were 
divided  into  four  family  groups  by  name  of  head  of  family — 
incidentally,  the  name  was  spelled  Bierly  —  David,  Martin, 
Jacob,  Jacob. 

First:  David  Bierly,  his  wife,  one  son  under  16  years  and  3 
other  free  white  females.  (Total  6).  No  slaves.  In  the  1802- 
1804  tax  lists  there  appears  in  Captain  Sassenfield’s  Company 
(1803):  David  Bvarly  Senior  having  450  acres  and  3  slaves. 
(A  wealthy  man  for  his  day).  In  Captain  Becks’  company 
(1802-1803)  there  is  a  David  Biarly  having  30  acres — this 
may  be  the  son. 

Second:  Martin  Bierly,  his  wife,  2  white  males  over  16  and 
3  under  16  years  and  3  other  free  white  females.  (Total  10). 
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No  slaves.  From  his  will  (q.v.)  of  1794  (filed  in  May  1799) 
it  is  learned  that  his  wife  was  named  Margaret,  one  son  Phillip 
received  the  200  acre  homeplace,  the  youngest  son  John  re¬ 
ceived  300  acres.  His  beloved  son  Jacob  was  appointed  execu¬ 
tor  and  therefore  must  have  been  the  oldest  and  head  of  his 
own  family  at  that  time.  In  the  tax  lists  for  1802-1804  there 
is  no  Martin  (evidently  died  in  May  1799)  but  Jacob  Byarly 
is  listed  with  300  acres  and  one  taxable  white  and  Phillip  is 
listed  with  420  acres  and  one  taxable  white.  Both  are  in  Cap¬ 
tain  Bodenheimer’s  company.  There  is  no  mention  of  John. 

Third:  Jacob  Bierly,  his  wife,  one  free  white  male  over  16 
years  and  4  free  white  males  under  16  and  4  other  free  white 
females.  (Total  11).  No  slaves. 

Fourth:  Jacob  Bierly,  his  wife,  one  free  white  male  over  16 
years  and  one  other  free  white  female.  (Total  4).  No  slaves. 

The  tax  lists24  of  1802-1804  in  Captain  Bodenheimer’s  Com¬ 
pany  list  3  Jacob  Byarlys:  The  one  above  that  is  probably 
Martin’s  oldest  son;  a  Jacob  Byarly  Senior  with  230  acres  and 
a  Jacob  Byarly,  Jr.,  with  no  acreage  listed.  These  latter  two 
are  probably  the  third  and  fourth  families  mentioned  above.  In 
addition,  in  the  Rowan  County  Tax  Lists  of  1802-180424  there 
is  listed  under  Captain  Reed’s  Company  (1802)  Peter  Biarly 
with  300  acres.  (350  acres  in  1803). 

After  Davidson  County  was  established  the  county  was  or¬ 
ganized  by  the  Justices  of  the  Peace.  The  roads  were  main¬ 
tained  by  the  old  system  of  those  persons  living  along  them 
supplying  the  labor  and  materials.  The  County  Court  appoint¬ 
ed  overseers  who  were  held  to  strict  account  for  the  condition 
of  their  part  of  the  public  roads.  George  Byerly  was  one  of 
the  first  appointed  overseers  to  serve  his  county. 

In  1834  the  first  Methodist  Protestant  Church  in  the  county 
was  organized  at  Friendship.  The  organization  first  worshiped 
under  a  brush  arbor  near  Yadkin  College.  Later  Peter  Byerly 
donated  the  land  and  a  log  house  was  built.  This  has  been  im¬ 
proved  over  the  years  to  a  splendid  brick  structure.  On  the 
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rolls  as  first  members  were  Peter  and  Isaiah  Byerly,  their  wives 
and  later  their  families. 

In  1884  at  Holly  Grove  on  the  Raleigh  Road  five  miles 
east  of  Lexington  the  Holly  Grove  Academy  was  established. 
In  order  to  get  a  permanent  building  the  men  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  contributed  their  own  efforts  and  resources.  The  build¬ 
ing  was  a  large  two  story  one  and  Jacob  Byerly  did  much  car¬ 
penter  work  and  furnished  lumber  from  his  own  sawmill. 
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1861  -  1865 


Then  out  spake  brave  Horatius, 

The  Captain  of  the  gate: 

"To  every  man  upon  this  earth 
Death  cometh  soon  or  late. 

And  how  can  man  die  better 
Than  facing  fearful  odds, 

For  the  ashes  of  his  fathers 
And  the  temple  of  his  gods?” 

From  "Lays  of  Ancient  Rome” 

T.  B.  Macaulay 

With  a  voting  population  of  115,000  persons  North  Caro¬ 
lina  furnished  127,000  troops  or  more  than  one  fifth  of  all 
those  who  marched  beneath  the  Southern  Cross.  The  40,000 
dead  on  the  field  of  honour  are  testimony  to  the  Tar  Heel  sac¬ 
rifice  and  give  substance  to  the  motto  "First  at  Bethel,  farthest 
at  Gettysburg  and  last  at  Appomattox.”  Although  no  advo¬ 
cate  remains  for  the  cause  of  Southern  Independence,  so  long 
as  valor,  patient  endurance  and  discharge  of  duty  still  inspire 
men,  the  memory  of  their  deeds  will  live. 

Without  embellishment  the  following  paragraphs  present  in 
a  brief  form  as  much  as  is  known  of  the  plain  facts  of  the 
Byerlys  in  North  Carolina  (largely  Davidson  County)  who 
served  in  the  Confederate  States  Army.  This  is  all  that  is  known 
of  these  men  in  the  official  records  of  their  service  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Archives  in  Washington.  These  men  are  also  listed  in 
Moore’s  Register 26  and  Leonard’s  History  of  Davidson  County™. 
A  detailed  account  of  the  histories  of  their  respective  regiments 
can  be  found  in  Clark’s  North  Carolina  Regiments .25 
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/.  F.  Byerly  (also  John)  age  20  volunteered  on  May  8,  1861 
at  Lexington  for  12  months  as  a  private  in  Company  A  (The 
Davidson  Guards)  11  Regiment  North  Carolina  Infantry  Vol¬ 
unteers.  This  regiment  was  redesignated  as  the  21st  Regiment 
(State  Troops)  in  November  1861.  (S.O.  No.  222,  A.  &  I. 

G.O.,  Nov.  14,  1861).  In  October  1861  he  was  sick  at  Broad 
Run  Station.  In  October  1864  he  was  admitted  to  the  C.  S.  A. 
General  Hospital  in  Charlottesville,  Virginia  with  a  gun  shot 
wound  of  the  left  hand.  He  was  later  transferred  to  Lynch¬ 
burg  and  in  February  1865  was  sent  home  on  wounded  fur¬ 
lough. 

Andrew  Byerly,  a  farmer,  age  23  years,  (also  A.  Byerley,  A. 
Birley)  volunteered  May  14,  1861  and  enrolled  at  Lexington 
as  a  private  in  Captain  Jesse  Hargrave’s  Company  (the  Lexing¬ 
ton  Wildcats)  of  the  4th  Regiment  of  North  Carolina  Infantry 
Volunteers.  This  subsequently  became  Company  I,  14th  Regi¬ 
ment  in  November  1861.  Andrew  was  sick  on  September  17, 
1862.  He  was  taken  prisoner  of  war  and  then  paroled  by  the 
office  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
September  30,  1862.  He  was  sick  in  April  1863  and  sent  to 
the  3rd  Division  General  Hospital,  Camp  Winder,  Richmond. 
Afterwards  he  was  absent  without  leave  from  May  1  to  De¬ 
cember  1,  1863  at  which  time  he  was  classified  as  a  deserter 
from  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  and  was  arrested  and 
brought  to  Camp  Holmes  from  where  he  rejoined  his  outfit. 
He  was  sick  in  July  1864  and  again  in  December  1864  when 
he  was  hospitalized  in  the  General  Hospital  in  Staunton,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  In  May  1865  he  was  given  an  individual  parole  from 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  after  the  surrender  at  Appo¬ 
mattox. 

Obediah  Byerly  (born  1841)  enlisted  at  the  age  of  21  years 
on  March  3,  1862  at  Salisbury  for  the  duration  of  the  War.  He 
was  paid  a  Confederate  bounty  of  $50.  On  May  23,  1862  he 
was  present  at  the  company  muster-in-roll  at  Salisbury  and  was 
made  a  private  in  Captain  E.  D.  Earnhardt’s  company  of  the 
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42nd  Regiment  of  North  Carolina  Infantry  (State  Troops). 
This  organization  had  originated  as  Gibb’s  Prison  Guard  Bat¬ 
talion  consisting  of  four  companies  (A  to  D).  In  May  1862 
by  the  addition  of  six  companies  of  recruits  it  was  designated 
the  42nd  Regiment  of  North  Carolina  Infantry  and  Captain 
Earnhardt’s  company  became  Company  I.  Obediah  was  in  con¬ 
tinuous  service  until  October  1864.  In  October  1863  he  was 
home  on  furlough  in  Davidson  County.  In  October  1863  he 
was  listed  as  being  sick  at  a  hospital  in  Richmond,  Virginia. 

H.  Byerly  (also  H.  Bierly,  H.  Bierley,  H.  Biarley  and  H. 
Biarly)  age  32  enlisted  July  8,  1862  at  Mocksville,  N.  C.  for 
3  years  as  a  private  in  Captain  William  Bone’s  Company  of 
White’s  battalion  of  Partisan  Rangers.  This  battalion  was  com¬ 
posed  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  troops.  In  September 
and  October  of  1862  White’s  battalion  plus  two  independent 
companies  were  added  to  the  five  companies  of  Evan’s  battalion 
of  North  Carolina  Partisan  Rangers  to  form  the  North  Caro¬ 
lina  5th  Cavalry  Regiment  (63rd  State  Troops)  and  Captain 
Bone’s  company  became  Company  H.  H.  Byerly  was  promoted 
to  Corporal  August  1,  1863.  In  June  1864  he  was  wounded 
and  was  in  the  Receiving  and  Wayside  Hospital,  General  Hos¬ 
pital  Nomber  9,  Richmond  and  then  sent  to  the  Confederate 
States  Hospital  at  Petersburg  from  which  he  was  furloughed 
home  June  17,  1864. 

Basis  on  Byerly  age  32  years  enrolled  July  15,  1862  at  Mocks¬ 
ville  as  a  private  in  Captain  William  E.  Booe’s  Company  of 
White’s  Battalion  of  Partisan  Rangers.  This  battalion  was  com¬ 
posed  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  troops.  In  September 
and  October  of  1862  White’s  battalion  plus  two  independent 
companies  were  added  to  the  five  companies  of  Evan’s  battalion 
of  North  Carolina  Partisan  Rangers  to  form  the  North  Caro¬ 
lina  5th  Cavalry  Regiment  (63rd  State  Troops)  and  Captain 
Booe’s  Company  became  Company  H.  Has!  son  served  continu¬ 
ally  with  his  company  to  the  end  of  the  War. 
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George  Byerly  enlisted  July  15,  1862  at  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina  as  a  private  in  the  first  Company  D,  15  th  Regiment 
of  North  Carolina  Infantry  State  Troops.  (This  regiment  orig¬ 
inated  as  the  5th  Regiment  of  North  Carolina  Infantry  (Vol¬ 
unteers)  in  June  1861,  with  twelve  companies,  A  to  M.  Its 
designation  was  changed  to  the  15  th  Regiment  in  November 
1861).  In  January  1863  Company  D  was  transferred  to  the 
49th  Regiment  of  North  Carolina  Infantry  becoming  Com¬ 
pany  B  (the  second)  of  the  regiment.  George  served  continu¬ 
ally  until  the  end  of  the  War.  He  was  wounded  at  the  Battle 
of  South  Mountain.  From  August  22  to  December  6,  1864  he 
was  in  Pettigrew  General  Hospital  Number  13,  Raleigh  with 
diarrhea  and  anasarca.  His  name  appears  on  a  roll  of  prison¬ 
ers  belonging  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  (Ranson’s 
Brigade)  and  he  was  paroled  at  Appomattox  Court  House 
April  9,  1865. 

P.  W.  Byerly  (also  Bireley — -probably  Peter  Wesley)  was 
conscripted  into  service  from  Davidson  County  August  8,  1862 
at  Petersburg.  He  became  a  private  in  Company  H,  48th  Regi¬ 
ment  of  North  Carolina  Infantry.  He  was  taken  prisoner  in 
the  battle  of  Sharpsburg  and  was  supposed  to  have  died  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  about  September  18,  1862  but  this  was 
not  reported  until  August  31,  1864. 

Jacob  Byerly  (also  Jacob  Bailey,  J.  Barley,  J.  Byly,  Jacob 
Barley)  enrolled  February  24,  1864  at  Camp  Holmes,  North 
Carolina  as  a  private  in  Company  A,  13  th  regiment.  He  was 
enrolled  for  the  duration  of  the  War  and  was  paid  the  State 
conscript  bounty  of  $50.  In  May  1864  he  was  sick  and  sent  to 
the  Receiving  and  Wayside  Hospital  (General  Hospital  Num¬ 
ber  9)  at  Richmond,  Virginia.  On  April  2,  1865  he  was  cap¬ 
tured  at  Hatcher’s  Run  and  taken  to  Point  Lookout,  Maryland. 
He  was  released  June  23,  1865  after  subscribing  to  an  oath  of 
allegiance.  ( He  was  described  as  5  ft.  5  %  inches,  hazel  eyed, 
dark  brown  hair  and  dark  complexioned. ) 
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Jacob  Byerly  enlisted  May  1864  at  Lexington  for  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  War  as  a  private  in  Captain  John  Miller’s  Company 
of  Senior  Reserves.  This  became  Company  C  of  Moss’  Bat¬ 
talion  and  in  December  1864  with  the  addition  of  two  unat¬ 
tached  companies  became  the  6th  Regiment  of  North  Carolina 
Senior  Reserves. 

/.  E.  Byarly  (also  James  E.  Bierley,  Jas.  E.  Byerly)  enrolled 
May  24,  1864  as  a  private  in  Captain  A.  L.  Lancaster’s  Com¬ 
pany,  6th  District  Reserve  Force,  Junior  Reserves.  This  com¬ 
pany  in  May  and  June  1864  subsequently  became  Company  B, 
4th  Battalion  Junior  Reserves  and  in  November  1864  became 
part  of  the  3rd  Regiment  of  North  Carolina  Junior  Reserves. 
(The  Junior  Reserves  were  composed  of  men  17  years  of  age 
and  younger).  James  enrolled  at  Camp  Holmes  for  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  War.  He  was  listed  as  born  in  Forsyth  County,  5 
feet  8  Vi  inches  tall,  hazel  eyes,  dark  hair  and  dark  complexion. 
He  was  17  years  8  months  and  18  days.  He  died  of  disease  at 
Masonboro  Sound  July  19,  1864 — 57  days  later. 

Eli  Byerly  enlisted  from  Asheboro,  Randolph  County  on 
June  25,  1864  as  a  private  in  Captain  J.  W.  Turner’s  Company 
of  the  Senior  Reserves.  This  group  later  became  Company  D 
of  the  6th  Regiment  of  North  Carolina  Senior  Reserves.  (The 
Senior  Reserves  were  composed  of  men  aged  45  years  or  more) . 

Ephraim  Byerly  enlisted  in  January  1865  at  Camp  Godwin, 
Virginia  as  a  private  in  Company  A,  21st  Regiment  North  Car¬ 
olina  Infantry  (State  Troops).  This  regiment  was  organized 
originally  as  the  11th  Regiment  (Volunteers)  in  July  1861 
but  was  redesignated  as  the  21st  Regiment  in  November  1861. 
Ephraim  was  wounded  while  serving  in  Lewis’  Brigade  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  5,  1865  less  than  one  month  after  enlisting.  He  sustained 
a  gunshot  wound  of  the  left  hand  fracturing  the  metacarpal  of 
the  middle  finger  and  was  admitted  to  the  Moore  General  Hos¬ 
pital  No.  24  in  Richmond  on  the  8th  of  February.  On  the 
11th  of  February  he  was  given  a  furlough  of  60  days  and  sent 
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home  to  Yadkin  Institute,  North  Carolina  by  way  of  the  Dan¬ 
ville  Railroad. 

*  (Martin  Byerly  was  a  private  in  Thomas’  Legion  of  North 
Carolina  and  Tennessee  Volunteers  and  is  listed  in  Moore’s 
Register  as  being  from  North  Carolina.  However,  search  of 
the  National  Archives  reveals  that  he  was  born  in  Knox  Coun¬ 
ty,  Tennessee  and  resided  in  Grainger  County,  Tennessee  from 
where  he  enlisted.  Therefore,  he  was  not  included.) 
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PART  III 


The  families  of  Jacob  Byerly  and  of  his  cousins 
Martin  and  David  who  came  from  Germany  by 
way  of  Pennsylvania. 


The  Byerly  family  in  North  Carolina  originates  from  the 
descendants  of  three  cousins  who  came  to  (then)  Rowan 
County  in  the  mid- 1700s.  These  cousins  were  Jacob,  Martin 
and  David  Byerly.  Exactly  what  their  relationship  was  is  not 
known  except  that  "'Martin  and  David  Byerly  were  cousins  of 
old  Jacob  (Byerly)”16. 

Martin  and  Jacob  settled  along  Abbott’s  Creek  in  the  eastern 
part  of  present  day  Davidson  County  in  a  section  later  called 
Holly  Grove.  David  settled  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county 
(south  of  present  U.  S.  Highway  64.) 

Jacob  had  three  sons,  Peter,  George  and  Michael.  Peter 
moved  to  the  Western  part  of  Davidson  County  along  the  Yad¬ 
kin  River.  Michael’s  descendants  spread  out  to  the  north¬ 
eastern  part  of  the  county  (around  Wallburg).  Of  George 
and  his  descendants,  nothing  is  known. 

The  present  genealogy  is  divided  into  three  major  divisions 
A,  B  and  C,  one  for  each  of  the  original  cousins.  Jacob’s  three 
sons  are  then  given  a  major  subdivision  I,  II,  III.  The  follow¬ 
ing  pages  are  arranged  that  complete  family  groups  (which  are 
so  designated)  are  carried  down  to  the  present  date  each  fam¬ 
ily  group  in  a  separate  section.  The  female  lineage  ends  with 
that  individual.  If  a  male  lineage  proves  to  be  particularly 
large  and/or  long  then  a  separate  sub-section  is  set  up  for  that 
family  group.  If  a  male  line  proves  sparse  then  it  is  carried  to 
completion  in  the  same  section. 
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SECTION  A 


THE  LINEAGE  OF  JACOB  BYERLY 


Jacob  Byerly  came  from  Germany  originally  to  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Yorktown,  Pennsylvania.  In  about  1752  he  came 
to  North  Carolina  in  a  "colony”  the  head  of  which  was  reputed 
to  be  Daniel  Boone16.  Jacob  was  probably  young  because  he 
is  reported  to  have  married  after  he  arrived  in  North  Carolina. 
(And  this  would  fit  with  the  known  birth  date  of  Peter  Byerly, 
his  oldest  son).  Jacob  settled  along  Bounder’s  Fork  of  Abbott’s 
Creek  in  the  eastern  and  northern  part  of  present  day  Davidson 
County.  This  section  was  later  known  as  Holly  Grove.  Below 
is  a  copy  of  a  survey  warrant  for  Jacob  Byerly ’s  land. 

"State  of  North  Carolina” 

"By  virtue  of  a  warrant  number  1888  dated  March  29,  1779 
surveyed  for  Jacob  Byerly  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  Rowan 
County  on  the  Waters  of  Bounders  fork  of  Abbott’s  Creek  be¬ 
ginning  at  a  post  oak  on  Christian  Beanblossom’s  Ikie  sixteen 
chains  from  his  N.E.  Corner  running  thence  East  twenty  chains 
to  a  small  black  oak  thence  South  fifteen  chains  to  a  stake 
thence  South  fifty  five  degrees  east  twenty  five  chains  to  a 
stake  thence  south  fifteen  chains  to  a  red  oak  thence  South 
seventy  five  degrees  east  sixteen  chains  to  a  black  oak  on  Peter 
Hedricks  line  thence  along  it  South  twenty  five  chains  and 
fifty  links  to  a  small  hickory  on  Adam  Winkler’s  line  thence 
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West  part  along  the  same  fifty  six  chains  and  forty  links  to  a 
stake  thence  North  to  the  beginning  containing  three  hundred 
acres  surveyed  May  26,  1786.” 

Peter  Snider  )  S.E.B.  By  W.  Moore  D.S.  for 
Peter  Sapp  )  Griffith  Rutherford  GS. 

Jacob  is  listed  in  the  first  census  of  North  Carolina  of  1790. 
The  following  sub-divisions  give  the  genealogies  of  Jacob's 
three  sons  Peter,  George  and  Michael. 
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SECTION  A 


DIVISION  I 


THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  PETER  BYERLY 

Peter  Byerly  (the  oldest  son  of  Jacob  Byerly  was  bom  in 
1771  and  died  September  2,  1852  aged  81  years.)  He  was 
most  probably  born  and  reared  in  Holly  Grove  in  Eastern  Da¬ 
vidson  County  but  about  1800  moved  to  the  western  part  of 
the  county  close  to  the  Yadkin  River.  In  the  Rowan  County 
Tax  lists  ( 1802-1804) 24  he  is  listed  under  Captain  Reed’s 
Company  (1802)  as  having  300  acres  of  land.  In  1803  it  was 
350  acres  and  his  name  was  spelled  Peter  Biarly.  He  was  a  life 
long  farmer  in  the  upper  Yadkin  River  section  of  Davidson 
County  and  a  Methodist.  He  gave  to  the  Friendship  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  the  land  for  their  church  and  is  buried  there. 

Peter  married  twice.  His  first  wife  was  Eva  G mem  (bornT^fl^^ 
February  18,  1767  and  died  August  1,  1830  age  62).  They 
had  four  children:  (A)  John,  (B)  George,  (C)  Francis  and 
Elizabeth  (Betty).  His  second  wife  was  Polly  Loman  (born 
February  25,  1803  and  died  November  7,  1878  age  75).  They 
had  five  children:  (D)  Hiram,  (E)  Isaiah,  Nancy  Ann,  Mary 
H.,  and  (F)  Peter  Wesley. 

FAMILY  A 

John  Byerly  (the  first  son  of  Peter).  There  is  no  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  this  lineage  at  this  writing. 
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FAMILY  B 


George  Byerly  (the  second  son  of  Peter)  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  15,  1798  and  died  May  21,  1887  aged  89  years.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret  ("Aunt  Peggy” — last  name  unknown)  who  died 
September  19,  1910  at  the  age  of  100  years.  They  had  two 
children:  Columbus  and  Agnes.  (There  is  no  further  knowl¬ 
edge  of  Agnes  Byerly). 

Columbus  Byerly  ("Lum”)  married  a  Grimes  woman  and 
they  had  two  girls  "Dr ussy”  and  "Neely”.  Columbus  was  a 
heavy  drinker  and  one  night  while  intoxicated  fell  off  his  horse 
as  it  stopped  to  water  in  the  Yadkin  River  and  was  drowned. 
He  is  buried  near  Jerusalem  in  Davidson  County. 

Drussy  Byerly  married  Elbie  Gobble. 

Neely  Byerly  married  a  Pres  Byerly  (a  distant  relative). 

FAMILY  C 

Francis  Byerly,  the  third  son  of  Peter.  (See  pages  follow¬ 
ing  for  his  lineage). 

########## 

Elizabeth  Byerly  ( Betsey )  the  first  daughter  of  Peter  mar¬ 
ried  a  Snider. 


FAMILY  D29 

The  genealogy  of  Hiram  Byerly  (the  fourth  son  of  Peter) 
by  Mrs.  Claude  Byerly  Bennett  of  High  Point,  N.  C. 

Hiram  Byerly  was  born  in  Davie  County  near  Advance,  N.C. 
A  life  long  farmer,  he  married  Eliza  Zimmerman  of  that  com¬ 
munity.  They  are  buried  at  Elbaville  Church  near  Advance. 
Hiram  and  Eliza  had  seven  children. 


1) 

Sarah  Anne 

5) 

Alice 

2) 

Elizabeth 

6) 

Nat 

3) 

Frances 

7) 

Thomas 

4) 

Vick 
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1 )  Sarah  Ann  Byerly  married  George  Hege. 

2)  Elizabeth  Byerly  married  Fritz  Hege.  They  had  eight 

children:  Addie,  Ollie,  Jake,  Ethel,  Nannie  Sue,  Hattie,  Sam 
and  Norman  Hege. 

3)  Frances  Byerly  married  Jim  Hege.  (It  is  not  known 
what  the  original  relation  was  between  these  three  Heges). 

4)  Vick  Byerly  married  Bill  Burton.  They  had  six  chil¬ 
dren:  Sam,  Travis,  Lola,  Mae,  Ray  and  Clyde  Burton.  Upon 
the  death  of  her  husband  Bill  Burton,  Vick  Byerly  Burton  re¬ 
married  to  Fritz  Hege  (q.s.)  whose  wife  Elizabeth  Byerly  Hege 
had  died.  There  were  no  children. 

5 )  Alice  Byerly  married  George  Henry  Clay  Shutt.  They 
had  seven  children:  Florence,  Edna,  Grover,  Mattie,  Arthur, 
Mary  and  George  Henry. 

6)  Nat  Byerly  married  Jenny  Mason.  They  had  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Creth,  Kelly,  Glenn,  Grace  and  Louise. 

7)  Thomas  Jefferson  Byerly  was  born  in  Davie  County 
April  14,  1870  and  died  in  High  Point,  N.  C.  August  29,  1938 
age  68.  He  was  educated  in  the  county  schools  and  was  a  fur¬ 
niture  worker.  He  married  Nancy  C.  Smith  of  High  Point, 
N.  C.  (born  August  29,  1873  and  died  July  19,  1920  age  53) 
on  February  14,  1894.  They  had  six  children: 

a)  Claude  Elmer  d)  Robert  Hugh 

b)  Norman  Smith  e)  William  Bernice 

c)  Guy  Lee  f)  Julia  Alice 

On  January  22,  1922  Thomas  Jefferson  married  a  second 
time  to  Lizzie  Shutt  born  April  17,  1886.  Mrs.  T.  J.  Byerly 
now  resides  in  Advance,  N.  C. 

a)  Claude  Elmer  Byerly  was  born  near  Advance,  N.  C. 
January  16,  1895.  She  was  educated  in  High  Point  City  Schools 
and  married  Ernest  L.  Bennett  November  28,  1927.  He  was  a 
salesman  until  his  death  in  1941.  After  this  his  wife  Claude 
carried  on  his  business  for  the  Lawrence-McFadden  Co.  in  High 
Point  where  she  now  resides.  There  were  no  children. 
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b)  Norman  Smith  Byerly  was  born  in  High  Point  Febru¬ 
ary  10,  1897  and  died  March  21,  1897. 

c)  Guy  Lee  Byerly  was  born  in  Davie  County  near  Ad¬ 
vance,  N.  C.  April  18,  1898  and  died  in  Mt.  Airy,  N.  C.  Feb¬ 
ruary  21,  1953  age  55  years.  He  was  educated  in  High  Point 
and  N.  C.  State  College.  Guy  married  Lillian  Younts  (born 
June  10,  1898)  of  High  Point  on  August  10,  1920  in  Greens¬ 
boro,  N.  C.  They  had  one  child  Guy  Lee  Byerly  Jr.  Guy  Byer¬ 
ly  Sr.  was  associated  for  many  years  with  the  Belk  Store  chain 
rising  to  Vice  President  and  Supervising  Manager  of  the  Belk 
Stores  in  Mt.  Airy,  N.  C.  and  Galax,  Virginia.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  in  1953  the  Belk  Stores  newspaper  carried  an  article 
quoted  below: 

"Last  month  the  Belk  organization  and  the  community  of 
Mt.  Airy,  North  Carolina,  suffered  a  serious  loss  in  the  death 
of  Mr.  Guy  L.  Byerly,  Senior. 

"The  citizens  of  Mt.  Airy  shall  remember  him  as  a  friend 
and  for  his  unusual  interest  and  participation  in  civic  and  re¬ 
ligious  activities  of  their  community.  He  was  always  ready  to 
respond  to  a  call  of  service.  In  addition  to  being  Vice-President 
and  Supervising  Manager  of  the  Belk  stores  at  Mt.  Airy,  North 
Carolina  and  Galax,  Virginia,  he  served  as  a  director  of  the  Mt. 
Airy  Merchants’  Association,  was  a  Mason,  was  a  member  of 
the  Kiwanis  Club  and  was  financially  interested  in  other  enter¬ 
prises  in  the  community.  As  a  memorial  to  Mr.  Byerly  and  as 
a  token  of  their  esteem  for  him  the  local  merchants  closed  their 
stores  for  the  hour  of  his  funeral,  while  the  local  radio  stations 
went  off  the  air  for  a  period  of  one  minute. 

"Some  will  remember  him  for  his  many  acts  of  charity — 
only  a  few,  however,  as  most  of  us  did  not  know  of  them.  Here 
was  a  living  example  of  those  words  of  our  Lord:  \  .  .  do  not 
your  alms  before  men,  to  be  seen  of  them  .  .  One  of  Mr. 
Byerly’s  deep  pleasures  was  in  providing  aid  for  the  underprivi¬ 
leged.  Most  often  the  recipients  of  his  benevolence  did  not 
know  its  source,  nor  did  the  general  public. 
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"We  of  the  Belk  family  shall  remember  Mr.  Byerly  as  an 
outstanding  leader  of  our  organization,  a  Christian  gentleman, 
quiet,  well-mannered,  and  kindly-spoken.  His  service  with 
Belk’s  began  in  1929  when  he  went  to  Concord  as  Manager  of 
our  store  there.  He  then  moved  to  Winston-Salem  to  act  as 
Manager  of  the  Belk-Stevens  store  in  that  City.  His  next  move 
was  to  Mt.  Airy,  in  1931,  where  he  became  Manager  of  that 
store  and  remained  until  his  untimely  death.  Under  his  com¬ 
petent  direction,  the  Mt.  Airy  store  saw  much  progress  and 
expansion. 

"Men  of  the  caliber  of  Guy  Byerly  are  all  too  rare  among  us. 
It  is,  therefore,  most  unfortunate  that  we  should  lose  them  so 
early  in  life.  We  shall  miss,  of  course,  his  loyalty  and  depend¬ 
ability,  but  more  than  this,  we  shall  miss  his  quiet,  unassuming 
friendship  and  our  pleasant  association  with  him.” 

Guy  Lee  Byerly  Jr.  was  born  in  High  Point,  July  29,  1921. 
He  was  educated  in  the  city  schools  of  Lynchburg,  Va.,  and  Mt. 
Airy,  N.  C.  He  attended  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
class  of  1943.  He  married  Sadie  Wolfe  of  Mt.  Airy,  N.  C. 
(bom  1921 ) .  They  have  three  children:  Susan  Adams,  Nancy 
Younts  and  Guy  Lee  Byerly  111 .  Guy  Jr.  is  a  buyer  for  Belk 
Stores  chain  in  Charlotte  where  he  lives  and  Secretary  Treasurer 
of  the  Belk’s  Stores  in  Mt.  Airy  and  Galax,  Va. 

d)  Robert  Hugh  Byerly  was  born  August  1 6,  1899  and 
died  September  27,  1900. 

e)  William  Bernice  Byerly  (Jack)  was  born  September 
13,  1902.  He  is  president  and  owner  of  B  &  H  Manufacturing 
Company  in  High  Point,  N.  C  on  January  5,  1926  in  Lexing¬ 
ton,  N.  C.  he  married  Mary  Bryant  (born  December  20,  1901) 
of  Thomasville,  N.  C.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children: 
William  Bernice  Jr.  and  Thomas  Madison. 

I)  William  Bernice  Byerly  Jr.  (also  called  Jack)  was  bom 
January  22,  1927.  He  was  educated  in  the  High  Point  city 
schools,  High  Point  College  and  Wake  Forest  College.  He  is 
an  attorney  in  High  Point,  N.  C.  and  on  June  12,  1947  he  mar- 
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ried  Dorothy  Elmore  of  Lawndale,  N.  G  (born  February  28, 
1928).  They  have  two  children:  Stephen  Elmore  Byerly  born 
March  30,  1948  and  Kathryn  Anne  Byerly  born  July  4,  1952. 

II)  Thomas  Madison  Byerly  was  born  October  1,  1930. 
He  was  educated  in  High  Point  and  at  Belmont  Abbey,  N.  C. 
On  May  20,  1949  he  married  Betty  Jane  Gibbs  of  High  Point. 
They  had  one  child  Thomas  Madison  ]r.  born  March  24,  1950. 
In  1951  Thomas  and  Betty  were  divorced.  Mrs.  Byerly  and 
Thomas  Jr.  now  reside  in  Columbia,  S.  C.  Thomas  remarried 
Mary  Jane  McCain  (born  Februry  14,  1934)  of  High  Point 
on  February  14,  1957.  They  have  one  child  William  Kennard 
Byerly  born  April  6,  1959.  They  reside  in  High  Point  where 
Tommy  is  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  B  &  H  Manufacturing 
Company. 

f)  Julia  Alice  Byerly  was  born  in  High  Point,  N.  C.  on 
July  10,  1909.  She  was  educated  in  the  city  schools  and  mar¬ 
ried  Harry  Edwin  Bundy  (born  April  24,  1910)  of  Jamestown, 
N.  C.  on  September  23,  1931.  He  is  co-owner  of  Vic  and 
Bundy’s  Restaurant  on  the  Greensboro  Road.  They  have  two 
children:  Patricia  Jane  and  Nancy  Anne. 

FAMILY  E 

Isaiah  Byerly  (the  fifth  son  of  Peter)  is  listed  among  the 
founding  members  of  Friendship  Church.  He  was  born  Au¬ 
gust  22,  1833  in  Davidson  County  and  died  September  14, 
1926  in  Davie  County,  Route  4,  Mocksville.  He  married  Mary 

A. - born  November  8,  1834  and  died  January  4,  1910. 

To  this  union  were  born  seven  children — three  boys  and  four 
girls.  Of  these  only  one  son  is  known  at  this  writing. 

1)  Cicero  Harvey  Byerly  was  born  in  Davidson  County 
August  20,  1871  and  died  March  21,  1943.  He  married  Della 
Mae  Koontz  born  September  1,  1874  and  died  December  17, 
1948.  They  lived  at  Cooleemee,  N.  C.  To  this  union  were  born 
fourteen  children — seven  boys  and  seven  girls. 
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a)  Infant  son  unnamed  bom  and  died  October  5,  1892. 

b)  Maggie  Byerly  born  March  6,  1894.  Married  a  Wilson. 
Died  June  9,  1938. 

c)  Vatou  Pascal  Byerly  born  September  9,  1894  died  Au¬ 
gust  1895. 

d)  Ruth  Byerly  born  September  26,  1895  and  married  a 
Smith  who  is  a  farmer  and  their  present  address  is  Rt.  1,  Mocks- 
ville,  N.  C. 

e)  Lila  Bell  Byerly  born  January  5,  1899  and  married  a 
Motley  who  is  a  farmer.  Their  present  address  is  Rt.  4,  Mocks- 
ville,  N.  C. 

f)  ] antes  Heathmon  Byerly  Sr.  born  March  15,  1900.  He 
is  a  textile  worker  living  in  Cooleemee,  N.  C. 

g)  Johnnie  Bruton  Byerly  born  October  19,  1901.  He  is 
a  textile  worker  living  in  Kannapolis,  N.  C. 

h)  Ray  Nealy  Byerly  born  October  13,  1903.  He  is  Vice- 
President  of  the  service  department  of  Edward  K.  Gumming  & 
Co.  Packard  sales  in  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey  and  resides  at  504 
Vine  St.,  Elizabeth. 

i)  Mary  Pamel  Byerly  born  February  2,  1905.  She  is  a 
textile  worker  living  in  Cooleemee,  N.  C. 

j)  Chloes  Lor  ana  Byerly  born  June  4,  1908  and  married  a 
Wyrk,  a  textile  worker  of  Cooleemee. 

k)  Jack  Harvey  Byerly  born  March  30,  1910.  He  owns 
and  operates  a  dental  laboratory  in  Independence,  Missouri 
where  he  resides  at  307  Bella  Vista  Drive. 

l)  Reha  Naomi  Byerly  born  June  27,  1912.  She  married 
a  Dayvault  who  is  a  textile  worker  in  Cooleemee,  N.  C. 

m)  Clyde  Cicero  Byerly  born  July  7,  1914.  He  is  a  textile 
worker  in  Cooleemee. 

n)  Lois  Marie  Byerly  born  October  26,  1916  and  died  in 
September  1917. 
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Nancy  Ann  Byerly  (the  second  daughter  of  Peter)  married 
R.  B.  Gentle. 


X  X  ^ 

Tv  W  Tv  TP  Tv  TP  Tv  TP  TP 

Mary  H.  Byerly  (the  third  daughter  of  Peter)  married  Wes¬ 
ley  Phillips. 


FAMILY  F 

Peter  Wesley  Byerly  (the  sixth  son  of  Peter)  died  about 
September  18,  1862  serving  his  country  while  a  prisoner  of 
war  following  the  Battle  of  Sharpsburg. 
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SECTION  A 


DIVISION  I 


FAMILY  C 

Francis  Byerly  (the  third  son  of  Peter  Byerly  by  his  first 
wife)  was  born  in  1806  and  died  in  1895  and  is  buried  at  Good 
Hope  Church,  Davidson  County.  He  married  first  Nancy  Phil¬ 
lips  and  they  had  five  children:  Atlas,  William,  Wesley,  Fannie 
and  John. 

He  married  a  second  time  to  Sarah  Bailey  and  they  had  two 
children:  Lindsay  and  Ephriam. 

Atlas  Byerly  died  at  the  age  of  18  years  of  typhoid  fever  and 
is  buried  at  Good  Hope  Church. 

William  Byerly  died  at  the  age  of  14  years  of  typhoid  fever 
and  is  buried  at  Good  Hope  Church. 

Wesley  Byerly  was  born  1834  (see  the  following  pages,  sub¬ 
family  C-l  for  his  descendants). 

Fannie  Byerly  married  Gaither  Walser  and  became  the 
mother  of  Zeb  Vance,  Joe  and  Zenobia  (Nobe)  Walser  whose 
descendants  now  live  in  Lexington,  N.  C. 

John  Byerly  ( see  the  pages  following  sub-family  C-2  for  his 
descendants). 

Lindsay  Byerly  (see  the  pages  following  sub-family  C-3). 

Ephriam  Byerly  (see  the  pages  following  sub-family  C-4). 

Francis  is  said  to  have  lived  on  the  Yadkin  River  in  an  old 
house  still  standing  in  1948.  The  death  of  his  two  wives  was 
supposedly  attributable  to  the  "unhealthiness  of  the  air  along 
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the  water”  and  therefore  he  built  another  home  further  from 
the  river  which  he  gave  to  his  son  Wesley.  This  Byerly  Home- 
place  is  now  the  residence  of  the  Misses  Victoria  and  Lelia 
Byerly. 


SUB-FAMILY  C-l 

THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  WESLEY  BYERLY 

Wesley  Byerly  (the  third  son  of  Francis  Byerly  by  his  first 
wife)  was  born  in  1834  and  died  in  1929  at  the  age  of  95  years. 
He  served  in  the  C.  S.  A.  during  the  War  Between  the  States 
and  maintained  a  large  farm  near  the  Yadkin  Institute  (Col¬ 
lege).  He  married  three  times.  His  first  wife  was  Linda 
Koontz  by  whom  he  had  two  children  "Nannie”  and  Lindey. 
Lindey  died  at  age  1  year  of  typhoid  fever.  Nancy  T.  ( "Nan¬ 
nie”  )  Byerly  was  born  October  21,  1889  at  her  grandfather 
Francis’  home  and  lived  there  until  she  married  Jim  Jordan  in 
Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  They  lived  in  the  Reedy  Creek  Town¬ 
ship  of  Davidson  County.  There  were  no  chidlren.  She  died 
November  27,  1935  and  is  buried  at  Friendship  Cemetery. 

Wesley  married  a  second  time  to  Sarah  Davis.  They  had 
one  child  Charlie  Lee  Byerly  who  died  at  age  1  Vi  years.  Sarah 
died  at  childbirth. 

His  third  wife  was  Eliza  Ellen  Swicegood  (born  1850  and 
died  of  passive  pneumonia  in  1930  aged  80  years).  They  had 
six  children  all  of  whom  reached  adulthood:  Andrew  Baxter, 
Wesley  Marshall,  Lelia  May,  Frances  Victoria,  Ida  Luella,  Ed¬ 
ward  Cleveland. 

Andrew  Baxter  Byerly  was  born  March  6,  1869  and  died 
November  4,  1946  aged  77  years.  He  attended  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  (class  of  1893  and  1894)  and  the  Medical 
College  of  Virginia  receiving  his  M.D.  degree  in  1895.  He 
began  the  general  practice  of  medicine  as  a  family  doctor  on 
horseback  in  Advance,  N.  C.  and  later  moved  to  Lexington, 
N.  C.  He  then  moved  to  Cooleemee,  N.  C.,  a  mill  village  of 
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the  Erwin  System  where  he  practiced  for  nearly  50  years.  In 

1897  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  H.  Hinkle  in  Arnold  he 
married  Ethel  Grimes.  She  was  born  in  1872  and  died  in  May 
1912  of  typhoid  fever,  aged  40  years.  They  had  6  children: 
Wesley  Grimes,  Ralph  Baxter,  Rebekka  Ellen,  Fredrick  Lee, 
Robert  Terrell  and  Ethel  Louise.  (See  sub-section  C-l-a  on 
the  pages  following). 

Andrew  Baxter  (Bax)  was  a  33rd  Degree  Mason  and  the 
Senior  Warden  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  The  Good  Shepard 
in  Cooleemee.  In  1913  he  married  a  second  time,  the  widow 
Mattie  Grimes  Penry  (the  sister  of  his  first  wife)  who  was 
born  1872  and  died  1937.  There  were  no  children.  On  Jan¬ 
uary  23,  1938  he  married  the  third  time  to  Sallie  Evans  Grimes 
(the  widow  of  Arthur  Grimes,  the  brother  of  Ethel  and  Mattie) 
who  was  bom  1866  and  died  in  1955  at  the  age  of  89.  There 
were  no  children. 

Wesley  Marshall  Byerly  was  born  December  26,  1872.  In 

1898  he  married  Eliza  Evans  born  1869  died  1954  aged  85 
years ) .  He  was  a  life  long  Methodist  and  a  lay  minister  of  the 
Friendship  Methodist  Church.  He  was  a  farmer  all  his  life 
having  a  large  and  successful  farm  near  Yadkin  College  in  Da¬ 
vidson  County.  They  had  two  children:  Marshall  Paul  and 
Virginia.  Marshall  Paul  Byerly  was  born  in  1901.  He  attend¬ 
ed  the  Yadkin  College,  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
(191 8- 1919)  and  the  University  of  Maryland  Medical  School. 
He  practiced  as  a  physician  of  general  medicine  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland  and  during  the  Second  World  War  served  in  the  Far 
East  as  a  Flight  Surgeon  with  the  rank  of  Captain.  He  married 
Arminta  Aderholt.  They  have  no  children.  Virginia  Byerly 
(born  in  1907)  in  1933  married  Dr.  Alfred  Pleasant  Hartman 
(1900-1951)  a  dentist  from  Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  They  had 
two  children,  Peggy  Byerly  Hartman  and  Alfred  P.  Hartman, 

Jr. 

Lelia  May  Byerly  was  born  in  1875.  She  has  been  a  life  long 
member  of  the  Friendship  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She 
attended  the  Women’s  College  of  the  University  of  North  Car- 
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olina  in  1899  and  for  many  years  taught  in  the  Davidson  Coun¬ 
ty  schools  and  at  Yadkin  College.  She  resided  all  her  life  on 
the  family  homeplace. 

Frances  Victoria  Byerly  was  born  in  1877.  She  has  been  a 
life  long  member  of  the  Friendship  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  After  attending  the  Women’s  College  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  North  Carolina  she  taught  in  the  public  school  system 
for  some  14  years.  In  1912  she  began  nursing  at  Cooleemee, 
N.  C.  She  assisted  her  physician  brother  at  the  birth  of  nearly 
4,000  babies  during  her  40  years  of  nursing  until  she  retired  in 
1947  a  much  beloved  and  respected  lady. 

Ida  Luella  Byerly  was  born  in  1879.  She  married  Jess  Glenn 
Holt  whom  she  divorced  in  1934.  She  has  been  a  life  long 
member  of  the  Friendship  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They 
had  two  children:  Lawrence  Byerly  Holt  (born  1917)  and 
Robert  Glenn  Holt  (bom  1922).  For  many  years  she  was  a 
teacher  in  the  Davidson  County  public  school  system. 

Edward  Cleveland  Byerly  was  born  June  18,  1884  and  died 
June  17,  1957  age  73.  He  attended  Yadkin  College  and  later 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  class  of  1909.  He  was  the 
clerk  of  court  for  Davidson  County  for  24  years  and  was  a  suc¬ 
cessful  planter  having  a  large  farm  in  the  Arnold  Section.  Later 
he  founded  the  Byerly  Realty  Company  of  Lexington.  In  1916 
he  married  Bettie  Chloe  Aderholt.  She  was  born  August  16, 
1894  in  Lincoln  County  and  took  her  A.B.  at  Lenoir  Rhyne 
College.  They  had  four  children:  James  F,dwin,  Helen  Frances , 
Emma  May  and  Manly  Holt. 

James  Edwin  Byerly  was  born  December  15,  1916.  He 
graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  with  an  A.B. 
in  music  in  1937.  After  two  years  in  the  United  States  Navy 
he  became  a  radio  and  television  singer  in  New  York  City.  He 
married  in  1951  to  Jeanne  Robinson  (born  August  13,  1929) 
of  New  York  City.  They  now  reside  in  Lexington,  N.  C. 

Helen  Frances  Byerly  was  born  November  3,  1918.  She 
took  her  A.B.  at  Lenoir  Rhyne  College  and  was  a  graduate  stu- 
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dent  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  She  is  a  primary 
school  teacher. 

Emma  May  Byerly  was  born  April  8,  1922.  She  took  her 
B.S.  in  music  at  the  Women’s  College  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  and  later  did  graduate  work  there.  She  is  a 
piano  teacher. 

Manley  Holt  Byerly  was  born  September  22,  1920.  He 
served  two  years  in  the  United  States  Army  overseas  during 
World  War  II.  He  took  his  A.B.  degree  at  High  Point  College 
and  later  studied  law  at  Duke  University.  In  1948  he  married 
Myrtie  B.  McCain  of  Georgia  (born  September  2,  1924).  They 
have  two  children  John  Ryan  Byerly  born  1953  and  Timothy 
McCain  Byerly  born  in  1956  and  they  reside  in  Lexington,  N.C. 

SUB-FAMILY  C-l-a 

THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  ANDREW  BAXTER 

BYERLY 

(The  eldest  son  of  Wesley  Byerly  by  his  third  wife) 

Wesley  Grimes  Byerly  was  born  May  2d£  1898  in  Advance, 
N.  C.  He  attended  Yadkin  College  (1911-1914),  Guilford 
College  (1914-1915),  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
(1916-17,  1919-1922)  and  received  his  M.D.  degree  from 
the  Medical  College  of  Virginia  in  1924.  He  was  commis¬ 
sioned  in  the  Infantry  during  World  War  I  and  was  active  in 
the  Reserve  Corps  for  many  years.  He  is  a  physician  in  Lenoir, 
N.  C.  In  1925  he  married  Bessie  Hayes  of  High  Hill  Farm, 
Lake  View,  Dillon  County,  South  Carolina.  They  have  two 
children  Wesley  Grimes  Byerly,  Jr.  and  Baxter  Hayes  Byerly. 

Ralph  Baxter  Byerly  was  born  in  1901  in  Advance  and  died 
in  1905  in  Cooleemee,  N.  C. 

Rebekah  Ellen  Byerly  was  born  on  July  28,  1902  in  Ad¬ 
vance,  N.  C.  She  attended  Davenport  College,  Lenoir,  N.  C. 
(1919-1921)  and  the  Women’s  College  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  (1921-1923).  In  1924  she  married  David 
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Raymond  Hinkle  of  Winston-Salem  (born  1888  died  1940). 
They  had  five  children  Sarah  Martha  (born  1928),  David 
Raymond  Jr.  (born  1929),  Daniel  Baxter  (born  1930), 
Stoney  Grimes  (born  1935)  and  Rebekah  Ellen  (born  1936). 

Fredrick  Lee  Byerly  was  born  1906.  He  attended  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  North  Carolina  (1924-1930)  and  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  Medical  School  (1934-1936)  and  Jefferson 
Medical  School  (1936-1939)  from  which  he  received  his  M.D. 
degree  in  1939.  He  is  a  physician  specializing  in  diseases  of  the 
chest  with  the  Veterans’  Administration  in  Winston-Salem.  In 
1939  he  married  Blanche  Pennington  (born  1913)  of  Vir¬ 
ginia.  They  have  no  children. 

Robert  Terrell  Byerly  was  born  in  1908.  He  attended  the 
Citadel  (1926-1927),  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
(1927-1929)  and  received  his  dentistry  degree  at  Atlanta 
Southern  Dental  College  (Emory  University)  in  1933.  He 
was  a  Colonel  in  the  Army  Dental  Corps  during  World  War 
II.  In  1933  he  married  Olga  Hagan  of  Atlanta  (born  1907). 
They  have  two  children  Barbara  Terrell  Byerly  (born  1941) 
and  Robert  Donald  Byerly  (born  1944) .  They  reside  in  Win¬ 
ston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Ethel  Louise  Byerly  was  born  December  26,  1911.  She  at¬ 
tended  the  Women’s  College  of  the  University  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  from  1928  to  1932.  She  served  as  a  lay  missionary  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  Liberia  from  1933  to  1941.  In  1937  she 
married  Harvey  Albert  Simmonds  (of  Troy,  New  York),  a 
priest  of  the  Episcopal  Church  who  served  in  Liberia  from  1927 
to  1946.  They  have  two  children  Harvey  Albert  Jr.  born  No¬ 
vember  29,  1938  and  William  Andrew  born  April  25,  1943. 
They  reside  in  St.  Andrews,  Tenn. 
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SUB-FAMILY  C-2 


THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  JOHN  &  LIZZIE 

HARTLEY  BYERLY 

(the  fourth  and  youngest  son  of  Francis  Byerly 

by  his  first  wife) 

William  Jefferson  Byerly  was  born  in  1872  in  Davidson 
County  and  died  January  25,  1943  age  71  and  was  buried  at 
Lexington,  N.  C.  He  married  Nona  Raper  of  Lexington.  There 
were  no  children. 

Nora  Byerly  was  born  August  9,  1883  in  Davidson  County 
and  married  Charles  M.  Sheets  (deceased).  They  had  two 
daughters:  Mary  and  Grace.  Mrs.  Sheets  lives  at  1706  Virginia 
Road,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  where  she  is  a  member  of  the 
Centenary  Methodist  Church. 

Georgia  Byerly  was  born  August  29,  1878  in  Davidson 
County.  She  married  Charles  J.  Taylor  (born  January  7,  1872 
and  died  July  17,  1950) .  He  was  a  farmer  at  Advance  in  Davie 
County.  There  were  four  children:  Emma,  Dorothy,  John 
Charles  and  Lillie  Byerly.  Mrs.  Taylor  is  a  member  of  the 
Advance  Church  and  resides  in  Advance,  N.  C. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Byerly  was  born  February  16,  1880  in 
Davidson  County  and  died  June  28,  1947  and  is  buried  in 
Salem  Cemetery,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  He  attended  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  North  Carolina  receiving  his  Ph.D.  degree  in  the 
class  of  1900.  He  married  Mabel  Loring  Briggs  of  Lynchburg, 
Virginia.  They  had  one  child  William  Jefferson  Byerly  II  of 
Greensboro,  N.  C. 

Tullia  Byerly  was  bom  August  9,  1883  in  Davidson  County 
and  married  William  Virgil  Poindexter  (deceased).  There 
are  no  children.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Centenary  Methodist 
Church  and  resides  at  225  Banner  Ave.,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Girla  Byerly  was  born  June  5,  1885  in  Davidson  County  and 
died  January  1,  1956.  She  is  buried  at  Huntsville,  N.  C.  (in 
Yadkin  County).  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Advance 
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Methodist  Church.  She  married  James  Franklin  Miller  (de¬ 
ceased)  of  Yadkinville.  There  were  no  children. 

May  Byerly  was  born  May  14,  1892.  She  married  Charles 
R.  Fleming  of  Walkertown,  N.  C.  (deceased).  There  were  no 
children.  She  is  a  member  of  Lane’s  Methodist  Church,  Wal¬ 
kertown,  N.  C.  and  resides  at  225  Banner  Ave.,  Winston-Salem, 
N.  C. 

SUB-FAMILY  C-3 

THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  LINDSAY  BYERLY23 

(The  first  son  of  Francis  Byerly  by  his  second  wife) 

George  Lindsay  Byerly  was  born  January  13,  1845  in  Da¬ 
vidson  County  and  died  January  5,  1924  aged  79  years  and  11 
months.  He  served  his  country  (C.S.A.)  during  the  War  Be¬ 
tween  the  States.  He  married  Elizabeth  Marinda  Deadman 
("Aunt  Bettie”).  She  was  born  March  10,  1855  and  died  No¬ 
vember  8,  1901  aged  46  years.  To  this  union  were  born  three 
children:  Samuel  Walter,  George  Franklin  and  Julius  Arthur. 

Samuel  Walter  Byerly  was  born  January  5,  1874  and  died 
February  5,  1933  age  59  years.  He  is  buried  in  Reeds  Cemetery 
in  Davidson  County.  He  married  Mattie  Lenora  Pickett  May 
5,  1914  in  Davidson  County.  To  this  union  was  born  Mattie 
Lucille  Byerly  on  January  12,  1918.  Mattie  Lucille  Byerly 
married  Farrell  David  Koontz  March  21,  1937.  (He  was  born 
September  16,  1918).  There  were  two  children:  Betty  Lou 
Koontz  born  April  17,  1939  and  Shirley  Anne  Koontz  born 
September  21,  1941.  The  Koontzes  reside  in  Winston-Salem 
where  he  is  a  salesman  with  Armour  Company. 

Samuel  Walter  Byerly  married  a  second  time  to  Etta  Daisy 
Sink  on  February  7,  1920.  She  was  born  March  18,  1883  in 
Davidson  County  and  died  June  20,  1940  aged  57  years.  There 
were  no  children. 

George  Franklin  Byerly  (Joe)  was  born  June  24,  1875  at 
Tyro.  He  was  a  member  of  Shilo  Methodist  Church.  On  De- 
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cember  18,  1901  he  married  Ella  Mae  Sides  of  Winston-Salem 
(bom  April  22, 1882) .  To  this  union  there  were  two  children 
Leona  Elizabeth  and  Sides  Odell.  George  Franklin  Byerly  died 
April  13,  1934  aged  58  years  and  was  buried  at  Reeds  Baptist 
Church  Cemetery. 

Leona  Elizabeth  Byerly  was  bom  January  16,  1905  in 
Davidson  County  and  married  James  L.  Siceloff  June  22, 
1933.  He  was  bom  June  10,  1906  and  died  January  19, 
1946.  These  were  no  children. 

Sides  Odell  Byerly,  a  dealer  in  antiques  in  Greensboro, 
N.  C.  was  horn  in  Davidson  County  March  9,  1908  and 
married  Pattie  Ruth  Swicegood  in  June  1936.  One  child 
was  bom  to  this  union — Joe  Swicegood  Byerly  April  26, 
1940  in  Randolph  County.  He  is  now  a  student  at  Oak 
Ridge  Military  School. 

Julius  Arthur  Byerly,  a  real  estate  dealer  in  Lexington,  N.  C. 
was  bom  April  9,  1880  in  Davidson  County.  On  November 
23,  1910,  he  married  Elizabeth  Kyle  Siceloff  in  the  Pilgrim 
Reformed  Church.  She  was  bom  February  8,  1885  in  David¬ 
son  County  and  died  Marcn  8,  1944  age  61  years.  She  is  buried 
at  Reed’s  Baptist  Church.  To  this  union  were  born  two  chil¬ 
dren—  Grace  Siceloff  and  Julius  Crawford. 

Grace  Siceloff  Byerly  was  born  April  4,  1913  in  David¬ 
son  County.  She  married  Joe  Bernan  Bailey  September  2, 
1932.  They  have  four  children:  Grace  Elizabeth  born 
June  18,  1933  in  Davidson  County,  Joe  Bernan  Jr.  born 
August  10,  1940  in  Davidson  County,  William  Arthur 
born  February  21,  1943  in  Davidson  County  and  Robert 
Kyle  born  November  16,  1947  in  Davidson  County.  The 
Baileys  reside  in  Lexington,  N.  C. 

Julius  Crawford  Byerly  was  bom  September  13,  19 15 
in  Davidson  County  and  married  Doris  Pauline  Yow 
( born  November  21,  1921)  on  December  27,  1941.  He 
served  in  the  Armed  Forces  during  World  War  II.  They 
have  two  children:  Julia  Ann  Byerly  bom  August  22, 
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1942  and  Julius  Stephen  Byerly  born  July  18,  1948.  They 
live  in  Lexington,  N.  C.  where  he  is  a  salesman  for  the 
Davidson  Motor  Company. 

SUB-FAMILY  C-4 


THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  EPHRIAM  AND 
ELLA  PICKENS  BYERLY 

(According  to  Mrs.  W.  Frank  Sims  of  Lake  City, 
South  Carolina,  1956) 


Ephriam  Byerly  (the  second  son  of  Francis  Byerly  by  his 
second  wife)  was  born  December  25,  1847  and  died  April  20, 
1936  aged  89.  He  served  his  country  (C.S.A.)  during  the 
War  Between  the  States.  He  married  Ella  Malissa  Pickens  on 
February  16,  1875.  She  was  born  August  25,  1855  and  died 
February  21,  1913  age  58.  Eleven  children  were  born  of  this 
union  of  whom  nine  lived. 


Herman 
Freddie  Eugene 
Charles  Weaver 
Roy  Pickens 
Lee  Harold 


Emma  Frances 
Agnes  Leona 
Robert  Clarence 
Bernard 
Claude  Francis 
Karl  Stover 

Ephriam  Byerly  was  married  a  second  time  to  Mrs.  Emma 
(J.  A.)  Ebbs  August  22,  1916.  She  was  born  in  1856  and 
died  December  11,  1933.  There  were  no  children. 

Emma  Frances  Byerly  born  February  26,  1876  married 
Adolphus  Roberts  (born  February  3,  1872).  There  were  no 
children.  She  died  February  7,  1920. 

Agnes  Leona  Byerly  born  July  26,  1877  married  David  M. 
Nicholson.  There  were  no  children.  They  were  divorced.  She 
married  the  second  time  to  Fred  Michales.  There  were  no  chil¬ 
dren.  She  died  January  22,  1927. 

Robert  Clarence  Byerly  married  Car  lie  Redman.  He  died 
June  3,  1911.  They  had  two  children:  Norma  Byerly  and 
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Robert  Clarence  Byerly  Jr.  Mrs.  Carlie  Redman  Byerly  mar¬ 
ried  a  second  time  to  Thomas  T.  Rogers.  One  child  was  born 
—Thomas  T.  Rogers  Jr.  Norma  Byerly  was  born  March  16, 
1909.  She  married  Richard  D.  Bagwell.  They  had  one  adopted 
child,  Robert  Bagwell.  Norma  died  May  21,  1955.  Robert 
Clarence  Byerly  Jr.  was  born  February  13,  1911.  He  did  not 
marry  and  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  near  Bryson 
City,  N.  C.  September  26,  1937  aged  26  years. 

Bernard  Byerly  died  in  infancy.  He  was  born  April  18,  1881 
and  died  May  10,  1881. 

Claude  Francis  Byerly  born  March  14,  1884  married  Pansy 
Blackstock  on  August  17,  1908  and  they  had  one  child:  Mar¬ 
garet  Elizabeth  Byerly  born  October  6,  1910.  She  married 
June  12,  1942  to  Leo  F.  deSola.  No  children  were  born  to 
this  union.  Pansy  died  March  25,  1916  and  Claude  married 
a  second  time  to  Minnie  Ethel  Foster.  There  were  two  chil¬ 
dren  born:  Shirley  Lee  Byerly  and  Betty  Jean  Byerly.  Shirley 
Lee  Byerly  was  born  May  14,  1929  and  married  July  21,  1951 
to  Neil  Harris  Behrens.  (Three  children:  Claudia  Lee,  Neil 
Franklin  and  William  Harrison).  Betty  Jean  Byerly  was  born 
June  28,  1931  and  married  July  12,  1952  to  Douglas  Frank 
Bowers.  (Two  children:  Frank  Douglas  and  John  Corbet). 
Claude  died  April  16,  1933.  Minnie  Ethel  Byerly  then  married 
a  second  time  to  William  Frank  Sims  on  June  27,  1943.  There 
were  no  children. 

Karl  Stover  Byerly  married  Mary  Bonner.  They  had  three 
children:  Mary,  Karl  Stover  Jr.  and  Jane.  Karl  died  October 
17,  1945.  Mary  Byerly,  bom  February  19,  1915,  married 
Allen  Smith.  They  had  one  child  Betty  Joan  bom  August  6, 
1932.  Karl  Stover  Byerly  Jr.  was  born  February  25,  1917. 
Jane  Byerly,  born  May  13,  1924,  married  James  E.  Roseland. 
They  had  no  children. 

Herman  Byerly,  born  August  13,  1888,  married  Ella  Mae 
Harper  on  August  22,  1922.  They  had  one  child  Beverly 
Bayne,  born  June  6,  1925,  who  married  to  Roger  Sidney  Per- 
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sond  February  15,  1947.  They  had  no  children.  They  now 
live  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

Freddie  Eugene  Byerly,  born  September  13,  1892,  married 
Leola  McRary.  They  had  two  children  Leola  Mae  and  Walter 
Eugene.  Freddie  Eugene  died  April  11,  1928.  Leola  Mae 
Byerly,  born  May  13,  1920,  married  Everett  N.  Johnson.  They 
had  one  child:  Leola  Hulda  born  June  14,  1943.  Walter 
Eugene  Byerly,  born  November  20,  1924,  married  Miriam 
Thomason.  Two  children:  Walter  Eugene  Jr.  born  April  23, 
1950  and  Judy  Ann  born  January  26,  1952.  He  attended  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  and  received  his  B.S.  in  the  class 
of  1950. 

Charles  Weaver  Byerly,  born  April  30,  1892,  married  Aline 
Cowan.  There  were  no  children.  He  died  January  26,  1954. 

Roy  Pickens  Byerly  of  Asheville,  N.  C.  was  born  January  31, 
1896  and  married  Margaret  Eliza  Anderson.  There  were  four 
children:  Margaret  Elizabeth,  Roy  Pickens  Jr.,  James  Richard, 
Charles  Jackson.  Margaret  Elizabeth  Byerly  was  born  Decem¬ 
ber  14,  1918.  Roy  Pickens  Byerly  Jr.  was  born  October  28, 
1926  and  married  Doris  Crosby.  They  have  one  child  Roy 
Pickens  III  born  January  1,  1955.  James  Richard  Byerly  was 
born  November  3,  1931  and  married  Mary  Ella  Candler. 
Charles  Jackson  Byerly  was  born  June  19,  1937. 

Lee  Harold  Byerly  was  born  May  11,  1899  and  died  June  3, 
1899. 
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SECTION  A 


DIVISION  II 


THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  GEORGE  BYERLY 

George  Byerly  (the  second  son  of  Jacob)  married  Katherine 
Fritz  (the  sister  of  Joseph  Fritz  of  Lexington  whose  son  Wil¬ 
liam  gave  an  important  affidavit  in  1929  as  to  the  family  back¬ 
ground16).  George  and  Katherine  had  four  children:  Jacob, 
Adam,  Joseph  and  Eliza.  Nothing  more  is  known  of  this  fam¬ 
ily  at  this  writing. 


SECTION  A 


DIVISION  III 


THE  LINEAGE  OF  MICHAEL  ("MIKEAL")  BYERLY 

(Youngest  son  of  Jacob  and  brother  of  Peter  and  George) 

As  obtained  from  the  Reverend  Harrison  Byerly  of  Lenoir,  N.C. 
Mikeal  Byerly  came  from  Germany  by  way  of  Pennsylvania 
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and  settled  in  the  Holly  Grove  section  of  present  day  Davidson 
County-east  0£  Lexington.  According  to  William  Fritz16 
Mikeal  was  the  third  and  youngest  son  of  Jacob  Byerly  who 
came  to  North  Carolina  from  Germany  via  Yorktown,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  about  1752.  Mikeal  (Michael)  is  said  to  have  been 
buried  at  Holly  Grove. 

He  had  seven  children:  Andrew,  Frank,  Obediah,  David, 
Reuben,  Peter  and  Rebecca. 

Andrew  Byerly  had  four  boys.  The  oldest  is  Henry  who 
lives  in  High  Point,  N.  C.  Henry  had  four  sons  of  whom  Bert 
is  one. 

Frank  Byerly  did  not  marry. 

Obediah  Byerly  had  seven  children:  Levi,  William,  Lindsay, 
Ed,  John,  Martha  and  Neddy.  He  is  buried  at  Holly  Grove. 
(He  was  a  first  cousin  of  "Old  Dave  Fritz”  at  Lenoir  Rhyne 
College).  See  below  for  his  lineage. 

David  Byerly  did  not  marry. 

Reuben  Byerly  did  not  marry. 

Peter  Byerly  had  four  children.  The  oldest  was  Hilly  Byerly 
(he  had  three  children)  who  is  about  65  years  old  and  still  re¬ 
sides  at  Holly  Grove. 

Rebecca  Byerly  (Beckie)  did  not  marry. 

########## 

Obediah  Byerly’ s  Lineage: 

Levi  Byerly  (born  1864,  died  November  1940  aged  7 6 
years).  He  is  buried  at  Liberty  Baptist  Church  in  Davidson 
County.  He  had  ten  children,  one  of  whom  was  William  Har¬ 
rison. 

William  Harrison  Byerly  was  born  1892  in  Davidson 
County  near  Thomasville.  In  1927  he  removed  to  Lenoir, 
N.  C.  where  for  more  than  30  years  he  has  been  employed 
by  the  Lenoir  Pad  and  Paper  Company.  The  Reverend 
Mr.  Byerly  also  serves  as  a  missionary  Baptist  minister  in 
Caldwell,  Avery,  Wilkes  and  Watauga  Counties.  In  an 
interesting  article  from  the  Lenoir,  N.  C.  News -Topic  in 
1956  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Byerly  were  mentioned  as  having 
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in  addition  to  their  eight  children,  eighteen  grandchildren 
and  seven  great  grandchildren.  Harrison  had  eight  chil¬ 
dren: 

1 )  Raymond  Byerly  has  two  girls  and  a  boy  Raymond 
Lee  Byerly,  Jr.  and  lives  in  Lenoir. 

2)  Edmund  Byerly  has  two  boys  and  four  girls  and 
lives  in  Lenoir. 

3 )  Raeford  Byerly  has  three  girls. 

4)  Geneva  Byerly  married  a  Cardwell  of  Lenoir. 

5 )  Ruby  Byerly  married  a  Barlowe  of  Lenoir. 

6)  Helen  Byerly  married  a  Winebarger  of  Lenoir. 

7)  Lucille  Byerly  married  an  Adkins  of  Lenoir. 

8)  Linda  Byerly  is  not  married. 

Harrison  has  one  brother  at  Elon  College.  The  other  siblings 
are  around  Wallburg. 

William  Byerly  lived  around  Thomasville,  N.  C.  and 
died  about  25  years  ago. 

Lindsay  Byerly  had  three  girls  and  one  boy  who  died  in 
1956  of  a  heart  attack.  Lindsay  lived  in  Davidson  County 
and  died  in  March  1957. 

Ed  Byerly — unknown  at  this  writing. 

John  Byerly  is  now  living  in  Beckley,  West  Virginia. 

Martha  Byerly  married  Walt  Younts  of  Lexington. 
They  had  two  daughters. 

Neddy  Byerly  married  a  Leonard  of  Lexington. 
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SECTION  B 


THE  LINEAGE  OF  MARTIN  BYERLY 

Knowledge  of  Martin  Byerly  comes  from  the  first  census  of 
North  Carolina  which  lists  Martin  Bierly,  his  wife,  2  white 
males  over  16  and  3  white  males  under  16  years  and  3  other 
free  white  females.  Total  10  persons—no  slaves.  In  his  will 
he  appoints  his  beloved  son  Jacob  executor  and  does  not  leave 
him  property.  Therefore,  Jacob  must  have  been  an  older  son 
probably  with  a  family  and  land  of  his  own.  Martin  names  his 
wife  Margaret  and  two  sons:  one  John  and  one  Phillip.  Also 
he  names  a  daughter,  Catherine.  He  calls  John  his  youngest 
son  and  later  mentions  "my  youngest  child”  who  therefore  must 
have  been  a  daughter.  Below  is  a  copy  of  Martin  Byerly’s  will 
from  the  Rowan  County  Records  (Wills)  1743-1868  Volume 
III.  It  was  filed  in  May  1799. 

"In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I  Martin  Byerly  of  the  County 
of  Rowan  and  State  of  North  Carolina,  being  very  sick  and 
weak  in  body  but  of  perfect  mind  and  memory,  thanks,  be  given 
unto  God  calling  unto  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  and 
knowning  that  is  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  die,  do  make 
and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  that  is  to  say,  prin¬ 
cipally,  and  first  of  all  I  give  and  recommend  my  Soul  into  the 
hand  of  Almighty  God  that  gave  it,  and  my  body,  I  recommend 
to  the  Earth,  to  be  buried  in  decent  Christian  burial,  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  my  executors  nothing  doubting  but,  at  the  general 
resurrection,  I  shall  receive  the  same  again,  By  the  mighty 
power  of  God,  and  as  touching  such  worldly  estate,  where  with 
it  has  pleased  God  to  bless  me  in  this  life,  I  give  devise  and 
dispose  of  the  same,  in  the  following  manner  and  form,  first 
I  give  and  bequeath  to  Margaret  My  Dearly  beloved  wife  the 
free  possession  of  all  my  land  and  of  all  other  effects  now  in 
my  possession,  to  have  and  to  hold  till,  my  youngest  child  come 
to  of  age. 
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Also  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  son  Phillip  Byerly 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  where  on  I  now  live,  with  condition 
that  the  said  Phillip  Byerly  my  son,  shall  yearly  give  unto  my 
wife  as  his  mother  seventeen  bushels  of  wheat  and  twenty 
bushels  of  corn  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  weight  of  pork  and 
fifty  weight  of  beef  and  to  give  his  mother  choice  amongst  his 
cattle  every  spring  to  choose  herself  one  and  also  I  give  and  be¬ 
queath  unto  my  youngest  son  John  three  hundred  acres  of  land 
joining  the  sd(said)  tract  above  mentioned,  also  I  give  and 
bequeath  to  my  beloved  daughter  Catherine  the  sum  of  fifty 
pounds  of  lawful  money  of  North  Carolina,  to  be  paid  out  of 
my  lands  above  willed  and  my  will  is  also  that  my  two  sons 
Phillip  and  John  shall  pay  five  pounds  of  lawful  money  of 
North  Carolina  to  each  and  every  one  of  my  children  except 
the  above  named  Catherine. 

My  will  is  also,  that  when  my  youngest  child  comes  to  be  of 
age  then  all  my  moveable  effects  to  be  divided  and  equally 
shared  amongst  all  my  children,  except  the  horse  creature  to 
be  left  to  the  widow,  and  I  do  hereby  utterly  disallow,  revoke 
and  disanule  all  and  every  other  former  testement,  will,  lega- 
sies,  bequests  and  executors  by  me  in  any  ways  beforenamed 
willed  and  bequeathed.  Ratifying  and  confirming,  this  and  no 
other  to  be  my  last  will  and  testament  in  witness  where  of  I 
have  here  unto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  twenty  and  second 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  nintey  and  four.” 

Martin  (his  mark)  Byerly 

Signed,  sealed,  published,  pronounced  and 
declared  by  the  saide  Martin  Byerly  as  his 
last  will  and  testament  in  the  presence  of  me 
who  in  his  presence  and  in  the  presence  of  each 
other  have  here  unto  subscribed  our  names. 

John  Luckenbill 

- -  Doss  Jr. 

George  Snider 


NB  I  do  by  these  presence  appoint  my  trusty  friend  Jacob  Capp 
and  my  beloved  son  Jacob  Byerly  to  be  my  executor” 

Martin  settled  on  Bounders  Fork  of  Abbott’s  Creek  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  present  day  Davidson  County  in  the  sec¬ 
tion  later  known  as  Holly  Grove.  Below  is  a  copy  of  a  survey 
warrant  of  his  land. 

"State  of  North  Carolina” 

"By  virtue  of  a  warrant  No.  2467  dated  May  10,  1780  sur¬ 
veyed  for  Martin  Byerly  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  Rowan  County 
on  both  sides  of  Bounders  fork  begining  at  a  heap  of  stones 
Adam  Winkler’s  corner  of  Jacob  Byerlys  line  thence  along  the 
same  west  forty  four  chains  to  his  corner  thence  north  twenty 
five  chains  to  a  post  oak  Abraham  Beanblossoms  corner  thence 
with  his  line  west  forty  one  chains  to  a  stake  thence  south  four¬ 
teen  chains  to  a  stake  on  Jacob  Byerly’s  line  thence  along  it 
south  forty  three  degrees  east  forty  two  chains  to  a  black  oak 
his  corner  thence  south  seventy  degrees  east  thirty  chains  to  a 
stake  thence  south  twenty  degrees  west  ten  chains  to  a  stake 
thence  east  thirty  chains  to  a  stake  on  Adam  Winkler’s  line 
thence  along  the  same  north  to  the  begining  containing  three 
hundred  acres  surveyed  December  8,  1790.” 

Jacob  Byerly  Senior)  By  W.  Moore  D.S. 

T.E.E.  for 

Jacob  Byerly  Junior)  Griffith  Rutherford  C.S. 
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SECTION  C 


THE  LINEAGE  OF  DAVID  BYERLY 

Of  David  Byerly  who  settled  to  the  south  of  his  neighboring 
cousins  Jacob  and  Martin  little  is  known  at  this  writing.  In  the 
1790  census  he  is  listed  with  his  family  containing  wife,  one 
son  under  16  years  and  three  other  free  white  females.  A  total 
of  six  in  the  family.  There  were  no  slaves.  In  the  Rowan 
County  tax  lists  of  1802-1804  there  appears  in  Captain  Sassen- 
field’s  Company  "David  Byarly  Senior”  having  450  acres  and 
three  slaves.  (In  Captain  Beck's  Company  there  is  a  David 
Biarly  having  30  acres — this  may  be  his  son.) 

In  Leonard’s  book17  there  is  mention  of  a  deed  bearing  Dan¬ 
iel  Boone’s  authenticated  signature  and  other  Colonial  era  pa¬ 
pers  being  found  in  a  secret  drawer  of  an  old  chest  which  was 
an  heirloom  descended  from  David  Byerly.  Thus  this  would 
appear  that  the  two  families  were  friendly  and  it  is  known  that 
the  Boone  family  did  live  along  the  Yadkin  River  in  the  same 
area. 
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